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CLIFTON BRIDGE

Clifton Bridge, Darebin
Parklands (off Separation
Street)

Clifton Bridge, Darebin
Parklands, off Separation
Street

Location

(off) YARANA ROAD, ALPHINGTON, DAREBIN CITY

Municipality

DAREBIN CITY

Level of significance

Included in Heritage Overlay

Heritage Overlay Numbers

HO187

Heritage Listing

Darebin City

Statement of Significance

Last updated on -

What is significant?
The Clifton Bridge is an example of the dedication and hard work of local volunteers from both sides of the
Darebin Creek. Before the bridge was built in 1979, the volunteers from the east side, including school students,
had to wade across the creek to work on the Alphington side of the Park. The bridge was designed by Sidney
Clifton, a senior lecturer in Mechanical Engineering at the University of Melbourne. The rather unusual concrete



design was approved by the Melbourne & Metropolitan Board of Works before construction of the bridge
commenced. Heidelberg and Northcote Councils shared the cost of the materials. Members of the Darebin
Parklands Association assisted Clifton with the construction of the wooden formwork at his home. The formwork
was put in place across the creek on a winter's afternoon in 1979, and, as it was getting dark, the concrete was
poured by the light of kerosene lamps and torches. Hundreds of people came to the opening of the bridge. The
ribbon was cut by the Federal Minister Brian Howe on behalf of the Darebin side, and Bruce Skeggs, the Member
for Ivanhoe for the Banyule community. The bridge was the only footbridge along the Darebin Creek between the
Darebin Parklands and Northland Shopping Centre, until two wooden bridges were built as part of rehabilitation
works along the creek.

The bridge as constructed in 1979 and its natural setting is significant.

How is it significant?
The Clifton Bridge in Darebin Parklands is of local historic and social significance to Darebin City.

Why is it significant?
Historically, the Clifton Bridge is significant as a place that has important associations with the work of volunteer
groups to rehabilitate the Darebin Creek and its environs in the latter part of the twentieth century. It is significant
for its associations with the Darebin Parklands Association, a group that has played an important role in
improving the environment of the Darebin Creek and its environs. The Clifton Bridge is socially significant as a
place that has important symbolic and cultural associations as astructure that was built as a result of community
initiative and with community involvement in its planning and construction. (AHC criteria A.4, G.1, H.1)

Heritage Study/Consultant Darebin - Darebin Heritage Study, Context P/L, 2011; 

Construction dates 1979, 

Other Names Darebin Parklands,  

Hermes Number 26684

Property Number

Physical Description 1

The Clifton Bridge is a small single arch pedestrian bridge constructed of concrete poured in-situ. It has a simple
wrought iron pipe rail. It spans between natural rock outcrops situated in a bend of the Darebin Creek between
Darebin Parklands and Rockbeare Park.

This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/
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