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Location

79-87 FOSTER STREET SALE, WELLINGTON SHIRE

Municipality

WELLINGTON SHIRE

Level of significance

Registered

Victorian Heritage Register (VHR) Number

H1484

Heritage Overlay Numbers

HO83

VHR Registration

August 20, 1982

Amendment to Registration

May 23, 1998
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Victorian Heritage Register



Statement of Significance
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What is significant?

Sale Court House is a complex of rendered brick buildings constructed in stages by the Public Works Department
of Victoria in 1863, 1874, 1889, 1920, and 1986. JJ Clark designed the original 1863 Court House which featured
three arched openings and a gabled court room with a hipped roof over the main offices. The public entered
through the middle arch which led directly to the central court room, flanked by a Barristers' Room, Jury Room,
Clerks Office, Judge's Room and Magistrate's Room. Access to a Writing Room and Upper Gallery was provided
on either side of the public entrance. In 1874 the Court Room was enlarged by adding three rooms to the
northern end (also designed by JJ Clark). A small Prisoner's Room attached to the 1863 Barristers' Room was
demolished in 1889, when a Supreme Court and linking corridor were added to the western side of the building.
The Supreme Court features a central court room with clerestory windows and offices with lower roof levels
flanking the court room. Externally, the Supreme Court is notable for finely detailed decoration displaying Greek,
Roman and Egyptian influences. An additional room was added to the front south-east corner of the building in
1889-90. Further alterations occurred in 1920 and, in a major upgrade in 1986, a new slate roof was installed and
a wing added at the rear of the building to house a Family Court, offices and library. Additions have been
generally sympathetic with the Victorian Free Classical style that characterised the original 1863 building. The
judge's chambers and later courts have retained their identity and original usage, and the Supreme Court retains
many early features, including its timber court room furniture and fittings.

How is it significant?

Sale Court House is of historical, architectural and aesthetic significance to the State of Victoria.

Why is it significant?

By demonstrating progressive development since 1863, Sale Court House is historically important as a reflection
of the growth of Sale from its mid-nineteenth century pastoral beginnings to its modern role as a major regional
centre and local base for the Bass Strait oil enterprise. The Court House is historically important for an
association with the explorer geologist Alfred Howitt, who led the Burke and Wills relief expedition in 1861 and
later became police magistrate at Sale from 1877 to 1889. It is also historically significant for an association with
the noted Public Works Department architect JJ Clark, who designed the original 1863 building and additions to
its northern end in 1874. As a complex of buildings which has undergone major works in 1863, 1874, 1889, 1920
and 1986, the Sale Court House is historically important for demonstrating a sequence of court functions showing
the evolution of the court system in Victoria.

Sale Court House is architecturally important as a representative, generally intact example of a Victorian Free
Classical style court house built in the 1840-1890 period. Despite progressive renewal and expansion, the floor
plan retains the essence of the building's many alterations and additions.

The exterior of the 1889 Supreme Court building in the Sale Court House Complex is aesthetically important for
exhibiting an unusual use of exotic ornamentation displaying Greek, Roman and Egyptian influences.

Permit Exemptions

General Exemptions:

General exemptions apply to all places and objects included in the Victorian Heritage Register (VHR). General
exemptions have been designed to allow everyday activities, maintenance and changes to your property, which
don’t harm its cultural heritage significance, to proceed without the need to obtain approvals under the Heritage
Act 2017.

Places of worship: In some circumstances, you can alter a place of worship to accommodate religious practices
without a permit, but you must notify the Executive Director of Heritage Victoria before you start the works or

https://application-hub.app.planning.vic.gov.au/hv/createForm/EDNotificationHV


activities at least 20 business days before the works or activities are to commence.

Subdivision/consolidation: Permit exemptions exist for some subdivisions and consolidations. If the subdivision or
consolidation is in accordance with a planning permit granted under Part 4 of the Planning and Environment Act
1987 and the application for the planning permit was referred to the Executive Director of Heritage Victoria as a
determining referral authority, a permit is not required.

Specific exemptions may also apply to your registered place or object. If applicable, these are listed below.
Specific exemptions are tailored to the conservation and management needs of an individual registered place or
object and set out works and activities that are exempt from the requirements of a permit. Specific exemptions
prevail if they conflict with general exemptions.

Find out more about heritage permit exemptions here.

Construction dates 1863,  1874,  1889,  1920,  1986, 

Architect/Designer Clark, John James, 

Heritage Act Categories Registered place, 

Hermes Number 1008

Property Number

History

Associated People:

Extent of Registration

Amendment of Register of Government Buildings
Sale City
Court House, Foster Street, Sale.
[Victoria Government Gazette No. G39 12 October 1988 p.3093]

Transferred to the Victorian Heritage Register 23 May 1998 (2 years after the proclamation of the Heritage Act
1995 pursuant to the transitional provisions of the Act)

This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/

https://www.heritage.vic.gov.au/permits-and-approvals/heritage-permit-exemptions
http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/

