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Great Western Lead - Historic Mining Reserve,
between Ruthvens Access Road and Western
Highway, GREAT WESTERN

GW 48 - Shire of Northern
Grampians - Stage 2 Heritage
Study, 2004

Location

Ruthvens Access Road cnr Western Highway GREAT WESTERN, NORTHERN GRAMPIANS SHIRE

Municipality

NORTHERN GRAMPIANS SHIRE

Level of significance

Recommended for Heritage Overlay

Heritage Inventory (HI) Number

H7423-0027

Heritage Listing

Northern Grampians Shire

Statement of Significance

Last updated on - August 30, 2004



The Great Western Lead features a little disturbed narrow band of intensive shafts and mounds along a Tertiary
gravel high lead and provides evidence of small scale mining following a rush of mainly Chinese miners in 1862.

The Great Western Lead is historically and scientifically important at a LOCAL level as a substantially intact
example of an important gold mining technique. Gold mining sites are of crucial importance for the pivotal role
they have played since 1851 in the development of Victoria. Overall the Great Western Lead is of LOCAL
significance.

RECOMMENDED LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE: LOCAL

Heritage
Study/Consultant

Northern Grampians - Shire of Northern Grampians - Stage 2 Heritage Study, Wendy
Jacobs, Vicki Johnson, David Rowe, Phil Taylor, 2004; 

Hermes Number 105099

Property Number

Physical Description 1

Sinkings - Narrow band of intensive sinkings (shafts and small mounds) along an old cement lead. Very scrubby
but workings are undisturbed and do provide an appreciation of the nature of this type of mining.

No visible artefacts appear.

There is good integrity in the condition of the features. Some quarrying has occurred of small mullock heaps, but
the bulk of the diggings are undisturbed.

This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/
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