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RUFFLE'S PIER

Location

THE STRAND AND STANLEY STREET WILLIAMSTOWN, HOBSONS BAY CITY

Municipality

HOBSONS BAY CITY

Level of significance

Heritage Inventory Site

Heritage Inventory (HI) Number

H7822-0384

Heritage Listing

Victorian Heritage Inventory

Interpretation of
Site

This was one of the first private jetties built in Williamstown and Melbourne, and was
associated with an early ferry service. It represents a unique surviving visible example of this
type of structure in the Melbourne area.

Hermes
Number

13922

Property
Number

History

This facility was constructed by Pilot Thomas Ruffle, whose residence, Maxwelton, was located across the road
from the pier. He built a stone jetty on the Strand, angled to the shore to reach deep water, sited nearby the
present Anchorage Restaurant. Ruffles advertised a ferry service in Sept 1856 and 1860, established at North
Williamstown, to ply between his pier and Dalgano & Co. wharf, and to service steamers plying the Yarra. Ruffles
died after an argument with locals over theft of stone from the pier structure. The wooden upper section of the



jetty was removed (planking and railings) sometime after his death in 1863 and before the construction of
Barber's Pier in 1879. The pier is shown on plans from 1864, 1877, and 1879.

This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/
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