Victorian Heritage Database Report

CHINESE BRICK KILN & MARKET GARDEN SITE

Location

40 THUNDER STREET NORTH BENDIGO, GREATER BENDIGO CITY

Municipality
GREATER BENDIGO CITY

Level of significance

Heritage Inventory Site

Heritage Inventory (HI) Number

H7724-0600

Heritage Listing

Victorian Heritage Inventory

Statement of Significance

Last updated on - May 18, 2006

SEE H2106
Interpretation of 19th century Chinese brick kiln, used for the manufacture of industrial bricks for housing
Site and other structures.

Hermes Number 14332

Property Number

History

The kiln, believed to be only known example of a Chinese industrial kiln outside of China,dates from
approximately1859. The kiln commenced operation inapproximately 1860 and was likely involved in the



production of bricks for both commercial and domestic use. The kiln displays many characteristics that suggest it
was built by Chinese potters and not Europeans. The area where the kiln was found was historically known as
the Ironbark Chinese Camp and was occupied by the Chinese community from the 1850s, when they arrived in
Bendigo in search of gold up until the 1960s. It is believed the area was also used for Chinese market gardens.
Other artefacts have been uncovered at the site including Chinese ceramic rice wine bottles and pots used for
storing food and oils, dating back to the late 1800s.

(Adapted from The Sunday Age 20 November 2005)

This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/
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