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Grattan Gardens

Location

40-50 Grattan Street, PRAHRAN VIC 3181 - Property No 50643

Municipality

STONNINGTON CITY

Level of significance

Incl in HO area not sig

Heritage Overlay Numbers

HO126

Heritage Listing

Stonnington City

Heritage
Study/Consultant

Stonnington - Prahran Conservation Study Identification of Buildings &amp; Areas of
Major Significance, Nigel Lewis &amp; Associates, 1983;  Stonnington - HO126 Chapel
Street Precinct Citation Review, John Statham, 2013; 

Hermes Number 150925

Property Number

Physical Description 1

The reserve formerly had a layout of curved paths enclosed by extensive flower bedding displays and scattered
trees. Most of these landscape features had been erased from the site by the 1950s. The early character of the
gardens has been further overridden by extensive landscaping works carried out in recent decades. The rotunda
is one of the few readily identifiable nineteenth century elements remaining but it has been moved on two
occasions and has lost some original fabric. It was relocated to the southern end of the gardens in the late 1980s
where it was rebuilt on a tall red-brick plinth, without the original balustrade.The rotunda has since been moved



back to the northern end of the gardens and rebuilt on a concrete plinth. The c1911 gates on Izett Street survive
but the associated stone and iron palisade boundary fence has been removed. The gates are wrought iron with
ornate rendered masonry piers. The Gardens contain a number of trees that likely date from the early 20th
century and are visible on early views such as the Plane Trees, or are conspicuous as mature specimens on the
c.1950-1960 aerial view - a Canary Island Palm (Phoenix canariensis) at the Greville Street entry and the Lemon
Scented Gum in the northern portion of the site. A row of Peppercorns along the east boundary near the Greville
Street frontage (Schinus areira) are also likely to date from the early 20th century. Extensive plantings have been
undertaken in recent decades, including Brush Box (Lophostemon confertus) and White Cedar (Melia azedarach)
and a notable cluster planting of Mexican Cotton Palms (Washingtonia robusta) in the north of the site. Whilst
contributing to the amenity of the Gardens, these later plantings are not considered to contribute to the heritage
significance of the place.

This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/
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