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Stained Glass Window at Elsternwick Orrong Road
Methodist Church

Elsternwick Methodist Church
now UCA St George
Edgerton

Elsternwick Methodist Church
now UCA St George
Edgerton inscription

Location

Orrong Road, Elsternwick, GLEN EIRA CITY

Municipality

GLEN EIRA CITY

Level of significance

-

Heritage Listing

Vic. War Heritage Inventory

Heritage
Study/Consultant

Vic War Heritage Inventory - Stained Glass Memorial Windows Study, Bronwyn
Hughes, 2013; 

Architect/Designer E. L. Yencken &amp; Co,  Frater, William, 

Hermes Number 196818

Property Number



Memorial Window References &amp; Acknowledgements

AWM Roll of Honour; AWM photograph P03668.011; Argus, 17 June 1919, p.8. Walsh, G.P., "Edgerton, Eric
Henry Drummond (1897-1918)', Australian Dictionary of Biography, National Centre of Biography, ANU.

Memorial Window Subject

St. George

Memorial Window Text

"No life is short that's nobly spent" "He that overcometh shall inherit all things & I will be his God & he shall be my
son" Revelation XXI.VII

Memorial Window Inscription

In loving memory of Lieutenant Eric Henry Drummond Edgerton D.S.O. M.M. and Bar Killed in action in France
August 11 1918 Aged 21 years

Memorial Window Description &amp; History

St. George, Patron Saint of England, was often selected as a subject for commemorative stained glass as he
embodied the courage, chivalry and fighting spirit of the soldier, as well as representing the English cause. On
Sunday 15 June 1919, at a memorial service conducted by the Rev. Dr. Sugden, Master of Queen's College, the
headmaster of Wesley College, Mr. LA Adamson unveiled a stained glass window in memory of Lieutenant
Edgerton, a former student of Wesley. He was the son of James and Florence Edgerton of Elsternwick, who
worshipped at the church.

Eric Henry Drummond Edgerton enlisted as a private on 14 April 1915. With reinforcements for the 24Battalion,
and promoted to Lance-Corporal, he embarked for training in Egypt before proceeding to Gallipoli where he
served with distinction at Lone Pine and was awarded the Military Medal. Proceeding to France in March 1916,
he showed his abilites at Pozieres Ridge and later at Warlencourt on the Somme where he was awarded a Bar to
his MM. On 8 March he was commissioned in the field. After specialist training and a short respite in Britain, he
was promoted to Lieutenant before returning to his battalion in France. He played a key role in the capture of
Ville-sur-Ancre and was awarded the Distinguished Service Order for 'cool intitiative, courage and brilliant
leadership'. On the front line between Rainecourt and Framerville on the night of 11 August 1918, he was killed
by a stray bullet while talking to his men.The 21-year oldwas first buried at Blangy-Tonville and later at Villers-
Bretonneux, where he is believed to be among the most decorated of men. A photograph of the original grave
marker is held in Australian War Memorial collection. On 8 November 1918 he was mentioned in dispatches.

This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/
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