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Old Telegraph Station

Old Telegraph - 83 Ryrie
Street, Geelong

Location

83a Ryrie Street, GEELONG VIC 3220 - Property No 217556

Municipality

GREATER GEELONG CITY

Level of significance

Registered

Victorian Heritage Register (VHR) Number

H1527

Heritage Overlay Numbers

HO1640

HO242

Heritage Listing

Greater Geelong City

Statement of Significance

Last updated on -



A Listed - State Significance

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The old Telegraph Station, a single storey structure with a square tower constructed in 1857 from Barrabool
freestone with a slate roof, is one of the first buildings in Victoria constructed of Barrabool freestone and most
probably an outstanding example of the work of the extremely important colonial architect Henry Ginn. The
Telegraph Station was for many years the centre of communications for Geelong and district and is integrally
associated with the history of shipping on Corio Bay. The structure is a finely proportioned axial composition of
colonial Georgian style origin and an excellent example of early masonry construction in Victoria.

References

Public Records Office, Laverton, Victoria. Plan Book of Henry Ginn, Colonial Clerk of Works 1846-1853.

National Trust of Australia (Victoria) File No 257.

Brownhill, W. R., A History of Geelong and Corio Bay, Wilke and Co., Melbourne, 1955, p. 583.

Geelong Advertiser, 12th August 1854, tender for telegraph station, probably second one to be built. 2nd
November 1857, tender for telegraph station, third and existing. 16th January 1858,'Public Buildings', the
telegraph station is more than half way above ground. 20th February 1858, 15th April, 1858, 13th August 1858,
22nd August 1860, 6th May 1862, 9th May 1873, 11th November 1875 - tender notices for various sundry works.
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This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/
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