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"Avalon", Residence

Location

480 Avalon Road, AVALON VIC 3212 - Property No 283995

Municipality

GREATER GEELONG CITY

Level of significance

Included in Heritage Overlay

Heritage Overlay Numbers

HO26

Heritage Listing

Greater Geelong City

Statement of Significance

Last updated on -

B Listed - Regional Significance

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The 'Avalon Homestead' was erected in 1880 for James Austin, replacing an earlier structure destroyed by fire in
1878. This single storey basalt homestead with freestone dressing was designed by prominent Geelong Architect
Alexander Davidson in the characteristic picturesque gothic tradition and is one of his most notable later works.
'Avalon' derives from Arthurian legend and Glastonbury Abbey in England, another Austin property. The property
remained in the ownership of the Austin family until 1949 and has significant links with the history of this
important Victorian pioneering family.

RECOMMENDATIONS: PROTECTIVE MEASURES

Geelong Regional Commission Register

Australian Heritage Commission Register of the National Estate

REFERENCES

Brownhill W. R. - History of Geelong and Corio Bay, Wilke & Co, Melbourne, 1955 - pp 80-82, 552.



Geelong Advertiser - 10th June, 1880, p. 4 - Tender notice.

18th June, 1880, p. 2 - Description of buildings

29th January, 1881 - p. 4 - Tender for stable, offices

25th March, 1959 - p. 8 "Historic Homes No 1" - detailed history of property.

Henry, J.A. and Collie, N.J. - Early Geelong, Do You Remember, Henry Thacker Pty Ltd, Printers, Geelong, Vols
1 & 2, reprinted 1971, p. 7.

National trust of Australia (Victoria), File No. 1116.

Wynd, Ian - "So Fine a Country": A History of Corio Shire, Draft Copy, to be published Late 1980. pp. 236-238
including illustration.

Willingham, Allan - "Two Scots in Victoria" the Architecture of Davidson & Henderson: Master of Architecture
Thesis, Faculty of Architecture, University of Melbourne, 1983.

Heritage
Study/Consultant

Greater Geelong - Geelong Region Historic Buildings and Objects Study, Allan
Willingham, 1986; 

Heritage Act Categories Registered place, 

Hermes Number 21717

Property Number

This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/
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