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DRIVE-IN SERVICE STATION

Drive in Service Station, 802
High Street

Location

802 HIGH STREET, THORNBURY, DAREBIN CITY

Municipality
DAREBIN CITY

Level of significance

Included in Heritage Overlay

Heritage Overlay Numbers

HO309

Heritage Listing

Darebin City

Statement of Significance
Last updated on -

What is significant?

The phenomenal growth in car ownership in the inter-war period led to the proliferation of motor garages or
services stations as they were later known throughout Victoria. Concerns about the safety of early kerbside petrol
pumps led to the development by the late 1920s of ‘drive-in' service stations, often on corner sites. The exact
date of the drive-in service station at 802, High Street Thornbury is not known, but there has been a motor garage
on this site since 1920. It is a two-storey Inter-war brick shop/commercial building that incorporates a ‘drive-in'



service station on the ground floor. The ground floor elevation of the service station retains early metal-framed
windows (some with early painted advertising for 'BF Goodrich") and other detailing including tiling (now
painted)and part of the original pressed metal underside of the awning survives on the Pender Street elevation.
The rear of the garage containing the motor workshop is single-storey and extends along the Pender Street
boundary. The upper level of the building has the ubiquitous stepped parapet commonly seen on early twentieth
century buildings in High Street. In the centre bay there is a large arched window, which has been altered. The
brickwork on the building has been painted.

Later alterations and/or additions are not significant.

How is it significant?
The drive in service station at 802 High Street, Thornbury is of local historic and architectural significance to
Darebin City.

Why is it significant?

Historically, the drive in service station at 802 High Street, Thornbury as a building that is associated with the
phenomenal growth in motor car ownership and the development of associated facilities during the inter-war
period. It is architecturally significant as a good representative example of an inter-war drive-in service station on
a corner site. The significance of the place is enhanced by its relatively high degree of intactness, its continuing
use as a service station, and its rarity value as the only surviving example of this type of service station within
Darebin. (AHC criteria A.4, B.2, D.2)

Heritage Study/Consultant Darebin - Darebin Heritage Study, Context P/L, 2011,
Construction dates 1930,
Hermes Number 26685

Property Number

Physical Description 1

This two-storey Inter-war brick commercial building that incorporates a 'drive-in' service station on the ground
floor. The ground floor elevation of the service station is very intact and retains early metal-framed windows
(some with early painted advertising for '‘BF Goodrich') and other detailing including tiling (now painted)and part of
the original pressed metal underside of the awning survives on the Pender Street elevation. The rear of the
garage containing the motor workshop is single-storey and extends along the Pender Street boundary. The upper
level of the building has the ubiquitous stepped parapet commonly seen on early twentieth century buildings in
High Street. In the centre bay there is a large arched window, which has been altered. The brickwork on the
building has been painted.

This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/
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