
Victorian Heritage Database Report Report generated 20/08/24

ST. CATHERINE'S ANGLICAN CHURCH (FORMER)

52861 ST. CATHERINE'S
ANGLICAN CHURCH
(FORMER)

Location

CASTERTON-NARACOORTE ROAD, WARROCK, GLENELG SHIRE

Municipality

GLENELG SHIRE

Level of significance

Recommended for Heritage Overlay

Heritage Listing

Glenelg Shire

Statement of Significance

Last updated on -

What is significant?
St. Catherine's (Former) Anglican Church is a small timber building in the 'Carpenter' Gothic style located in the
hamlet of Red Cap (otherwise known as Warrock), on the south west side of the Casterton-Naracoorte Road,
some 24 km north of Casterton. The weatherboard Church has timber framed windows and doors, in the shape of
simple Gothic arches. The interior is lined with timber panelling, including a panelled coved ceiling. The church is
set in half an acre (.2ha) of gardens, which have been planted out with European trees including Ulmus (Elms)
and a pair of Washingtonia filifera (California Fan Palm) which are planted either side of the entrance to the
church. These trees were planted in 1937 to commemmorate the extensive support and assistance which the
Simpson family of Roseneath had provided the church since its beginnings in 1905-1907. The church was built in
1905, after the land and the timber were donated by an important parishioner, the pastoralist Mr. Charles Simson,
owner of nearby Roseneath, much of which was subdivided and sold about the same time. For sixty years regular



services had been held in the nearby Red Cap Common School. St Catherine's Church is one ofmany built at this
time in response to a movement encouraging small, but growing congregations to build their own church
buildings rather than to continue holding services in other buildings. Although dedicated to St. Catherine of
Sienna, the inspiration for the patron saint came from the name of Mrs. Catherine Simson. Most of the trees
which survive were planted as a memorial to Mr. Simson to recognise his and his family's long association and
great generosity towards the congregation. The church and the gardens remain in very good condition with a very
high degree of integrity. The building and land was recently sold into private ownership.

How is it significant?
St. Catherine's (Former) Anglican Church is of historical and social significance to the community of Red Cap and
the Glenelg Shire.

Why is it significant?
St. Catherine's (Former) Anglican Church and its setting are of historical significance because they represent a
movement in the Anglican Church around the turn of the century, facilitated by local patronage, to establish
independent facilities. It is of further historical significance as the expression of the role and position of the
Anglican Church and its congregation in the community for over one hundred and fifty years. The church is
significant socially because it represents a change in the social conditions of the area when the congregation
grew as a result of closer settlement in the late nineteenth century.

Heritage
Study/Consultant

Glenelg - Glenelg Shire Heritage Study Part One, Carlotta Kellaway, David Rhodes
Mandy Jean, 2002;  Glenelg - Glenelg Heritage Study Stage Two (a), Heritage Matters,
2006; 

Construction dates 1904, 

Hermes Number 52861

Property Number

Usage/Former Usage

Private ownership to be used as a weekender

Physical Description 1

St. Catherine's Anglican Church is a simple Gothic timber church set in a half acre garden of mature trees. The
roof is a medium pitched gable with painted corrugated iron. The timber windows and doors are simple Gothic
arches. A timber porch is located to the south side at the rear of the church.

The interior of the church has cove ceilings with timber panelling. The original altar, pews, memorials, the original
organ and other furniture has been removed and relocated to other nearby churches as the building has recently
been sold into private ownership. A pair of washingtonia filifera (fan palm) are located on either side of the front
entrance to the church.

Physical Conditions

Very Good

Historical Australian Themes

Theme 8 Developing Australia's cultural life
8.6 Worshipping
8.6.1 Worshipping together
8.6.4 Making places for worship



This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/
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