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1A HUTTON STREET KYNETON, MACEDON RANGES SHIRE
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Statement of Significance
Last updated on -
What is significant?

Kyneton Court House was commissioned by the Public Works Department in 1856, when Charles Pasley was
Inspector General of Public Works. Made of local bluestone and completed in January 1857, the original building
was designed in the Victorian Free Classical Style by an unidentified architect. Based on a simple rectangular
plan, the design features a classical style pediment above a projecting main entrance that emphasises the
importance of the building and its main facade. Other elements include a hipped slate roof, stone quoin work,
stone string courses, simple classical mouldings, rectangular openings with Georgian style sash windows, and
solid cedar doors. The court room, entrance, and office space at the rear of the building were built in 1856-57.
More office space (designed by George Vivian) was provided in 1861, when witness and barristers' rooms were
added to the main building. The original lock-up was altered at this time to provide an office and smaller lock-up,
which was added to the west and opened directly into the dock. In 1872 a Sub-Treasury (now the Clerk of Court's
office) was added at the rear of the building to a design by JJ Clark. Major renovations occurred in 1887 and an
additional room (now a toilet) was built at the rear of the building in 1900-01. Unlike earlier alterations, which used
bluestone and were sympathetic to the original design, the latter addition was made in timber and detracts from
the integrity of the building, which is otherwise substantially intact. Internal alterations have been minor, apart
from the blocking up of an original judge's room door which entered directly into the court room.

How is it significant?
Kyneton Court House is of historical and architectural significance to the State of Victoria.
Why is it significant?

Kyneton Court House is historically important as the earliest surviving court house in Victoria established since
separation of Victoria from NSW in 1851. Among extant court houses, it is predated by only one other court
house in the State (Portland, 1843-45). The building is historically important for its associations with several
notable figures in Victorian history, including William Lavender, the first police magistrate at Kyneton, who was
famous for quelling rioting railway workers in August 1861, and for its association with the young bushranger Ned
Kelly, who appeared before Kyneton Court in mid 1870 facing charges of robbery under arms which were later
withdrawn. Kyneton Court House is also historically important as evidence of the changing sequence of patterns
of occupancy and function in a building which has provided court services since the 1850s.

Kyneton Court House is architecturally significant for its rarity as an early and intact example of the Victorian Free
Classical style designed and built in 1856-57 by Victoria's newly formed Public Works Department. The simple
Victorian Free Classical style of Kyneton Court House is architecturally and historically significant as a link with
architecture characteristic of the earliest days of the colony of Victoria, and for its association with the celebrated
Public Works Department architect J. J. Clark, who is credited with designing the 1872 additions to the building.

Permit Exemptions



General Exemptions:

General exemptions apply to all places and objects included in the Victorian Heritage Register (VHR). General
exemptions have been designed to allow everyday activities, maintenance and changes to your property, which
don’t harm its cultural heritage significance, to proceed without the need to obtain approvals under the Heritage
Act 2017.

Places of worship: In some circumstances, you can alter a place of worship to accommaodate religious practices
without a permit, but you must notify the Executive Director of Heritage Victoria before you start the works or
activities at least 20 business days before the works or activities are to commence.

Subdivision/consolidation: Permit exemptions exist for some subdivisions and consolidations. If the subdivision or
consolidation is in accordance with a planning permit granted under Part 4 of the Planning and Environment Act
1987 and the application for the planning permit was referred to the Executive Director of Heritage Victoria as a
determining referral authority, a permit is not required.

Specific exemptions may also apply to your registered place or object. If applicable, these are listed below.
Specific exemptions are tailored to the conservation and management needs of an individual registered place or
object and set out works and activities that are exempt from the requirements of a permit. Specific exemptions
prevail if they conflict with general exemptions.

Find out more about heritage permit exemptions here.

Construction dates 1856,

Heritage Act Categories Registered place,

Other Names KYNETON STATE OFFICES, KYNETON COURTHOUSE, LOCK UP,
Hermes Number 638

Property Number

Extent of Registration

Amendment of Register of Government Buildings

Kyneton Shire

Court House, Hutton Street, Kyneton.

[Victoria Government Gazette No. G39 12 October 1988 p3090]

Transferred to the Victorian Heritage Register 23 May 1998 (2 years after the proclamation of the Heritage Act
1995 pursuant to the transitional provisions of the Act)

This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting ‘Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/
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