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Location

1465 WIMMERA HIGHWAY MURTOA, YARRIAMBIACK SHIRE

Municipality

YARRIAMBIACK SHIRE

Level of significance

Registered

Victorian Heritage Register (VHR) Number

H0791

Heritage Overlay Numbers

HO39

VHR Registration

November 14, 1990

Heritage Listing

Victorian Heritage Register



Statement of Significance

Last updated on - April 5, 2022

What is significant?
The Marmalake/Murtoa Grain Store, originally called the No.1 Murtoa Shed and also now known as the Murtoa
Stick Shed, is located within the Murtoa Grain Terminal, adjacent to the grain elevator tower and railway line. The
shed is 280m long, 60m wide and 19m high at the ridge with a capacity of 3.4 million bushels. The hipped
corrugated iron roof of the shed is supported on approximately 600 unmilled hardwood poles set in a concrete
slab floor and braced with iron tie rods. These poles are the reason for use of the term "stick shed". With its vast
gabled interior and the long rows of poles the space has been likened to the nave of a cathedral. An elevator at
one end took wheat from railway trucks to ridge level where it was distributed by conveyor along the length of the
shed, creating a huge single mound of grain. Braced internal timber bulkheads on either side took the lateral
thrust of the wheat, and conveyors at ground level outside the bulkheads took wheat back to the elevator for
transport elsewhere. 
Wheat had been handled in jute bags from the start of the Victorian wheat industry in the mid nineteenth century.
Bulk storage had been developed in North America from the early 1900s. NSW began building substantial
concrete silos from 1920-21. In Western Australia, farmers' co-operatives, who had to supply their own bulk
storage from 1934-5, pioneered the use of low-cost horizontal sheds of timber and corrugated iron for bulk
storage. Following its establishment in 1935 the Victorian Grain Elevators Board (GEB) planned a network of 160
concrete silos in country locations, connected by rail to the shipping terminal at Geelong. By the outbreak of the
Second World War there was a worldwide glut of wheat, and Australia soon had a massive surplus which it was
unable to export. Only 48 silos had been established under the Victorian Silo Scheme so far, and wartime
material and labour restrictions prevented progress with this scheme. The storage deficit had become an
emergency by 1941 as Britain obtained its imports from North America, rather than over the lengthy and difficult
shipping route from Australia.
In 1941 the GEB, under chairman and general manager Harold Glowrey, proposed large temporary versions of
the horizontal bulk storage sheds already in use in Western Australia. The proposal was approved by the
Victorian Wheat and Woolgrowers Association, who considered the use of shed storages as a longer term
proposition. After initial resistance from the Australian Wheat Board, some of whose members represented wheat
bagging interests, the Commonwealth and Victorian governments agreed to split the costs, and Murtoa was
chosen as a suitable site for the first emergency storage. The main contractor, Green Bros, commenced work on
the No.1 Murtoa Shed in September 1941, deliveries of bulk wheat began in January 1942, and the store was full
by June of the same year.
In the following years the Council for Scientific and Industrial Research (later CSIRO) conducted valuable
research and experiment on the impacts and control of insect pests at the Murtoa No.1 shed. With these
discoveries, and the development of more effective pesticides, use of the No.1 shed and the larger No.2 shed,
erected in 1942/43, continued for many years. The No.2 shed was demolished in 1975. By the 1990s, pest
resistance to pesticides and requirements for both pest free and insecticide free grain rendered open storage of
this type unviable. The No. 1 store was also becoming increasingly expensive to maintain, and its use was
phased out from 1989.
How is it significant?
The Marmalake/Murtoa Grain Store is of historical, architectural, scientific (technical) and social significance to
the State of Victoria
Why is it significant?
The Marmalake/Murtoa Grain Store is architectural significance as a rare surviving example of the 'stick shed'
building type, a long horizontal bulk wheat storage shed constructed of timber and corrugated iron. The
Marmalake/Murtoa Grain Store is the earliest and only remaining of three large sheds of this type built in Victoria
during the early 1940s. The Marmalake/Murtoa Grain Store is of historical and scientific (technical) significance
for its association with an important change in the mid twentieth century from storage and transport of grain in
bags to the storage and transport of loose grain in bulk. 
The Marmalake/Murtoa Grain Store is of historical significance for its associations with the massive expansion in
Australia's wheat growing capacity in the post-Federation years, which created major handling and marketing
challenges.
The Marmalake/Murtoa Grain Store is of historical significance for its association with the development and
influence of organisations involved in the Victorian grain industry, including the Victorian Grain Elevators Board,
the Victorian Wheat and Woolgrowers Association and the Australian Wheat Board. The construction of the
Marmalake/Murtoa Grain Store was the subject of lengthy negotiations by and between these bodies.
The Marmalake/Murtoa Grain Store is of historical significance for its associations with the combined impact of
the Second World War and Australia's remote geographic location on Victoria's wheat trade, and particularly the



resulting requirement for emergency bulk storage.
The Marmalake/Murtoa Grain Store is of scientific (technical) significance as an example of a unique building
type deployed in Victoria during the Second World War to cope with a deficit in bulk storage of wheat. The
Marmalake/Murtoa Grain Store employed an ingenious form of construction using low cost vernacular materials
including corrugated iron and long hardwood poles from Victorian forests to create a very large structure in a time
of material shortages.
The Marmalake/Murtoa Grain Store is of technological/scientific significance as the site of early and important
scientific research into the effects of pests and the efficacy of pest control in grain stored in large open bulk
storage facilities.
The Marmalake/Murtoa Grain Store is of architectural significance as an expression on an unusually grand scale
of the Australian rural vernacular corrugated-iron tradition.
The Marmalake/Murtoa Grain Store is of aesthetic and architectural significance as a building which stimulates
poetic responses, and which is valued for its impressive external presence in the surrounding plain and for the
aesthetic qualities of its vast internal space which has been compared to both cathedrals and forests.
The Marmalake/Murtoa Grain Store is of social significance for its associations with the economic life of the
Wimmera and southern Mallee as a longstanding feature of the single major wheat storage/collection facility in
this major Victorian wheat growing region.

Permit Exemptions

General Exemptions:

General exemptions apply to all places and objects included in the Victorian Heritage Register (VHR). General
exemptions have been designed to allow everyday activities, maintenance and changes to your property, which
don’t harm its cultural heritage significance, to proceed without the need to obtain approvals under the Heritage
Act 2017.

Places of worship: In some circumstances, you can alter a place of worship to accommodate religious practices
without a permit, but you must notify the Executive Director of Heritage Victoria before you start the works or
activities at least 20 business days before the works or activities are to commence.

Subdivision/consolidation: Permit exemptions exist for some subdivisions and consolidations. If the subdivision or
consolidation is in accordance with a planning permit granted under Part 4 of the Planning and Environment Act
1987 and the application for the planning permit was referred to the Executive Director of Heritage Victoria as a
determining referral authority, a permit is not required.

Specific exemptions may also apply to your registered place or object. If applicable, these are listed below.
Specific exemptions are tailored to the conservation and management needs of an individual registered place or
object and set out works and activities that are exempt from the requirements of a permit. Specific exemptions
prevail if they conflict with general exemptions.

Find out more about heritage permit exemptions here.

Construction dates 1942, 

Heritage Act Categories Registered place, 

Other Names MURTOA STICK SHED,  

Hermes Number 868

Property Number

https://application-hub.app.planning.vic.gov.au/hv/createForm/EDNotificationHV
https://www.heritage.vic.gov.au/permits-and-approvals/heritage-permit-exemptions


Extent of Registration

AMENDMENT OF REGISTER OF HISTORIC BUILDINGS
Historic Building No. 791:
Marmalake/Murtoa Grain Store, Wimmera Highway, East of Murtoa. (To the extent of the building, railway siding
and full width of perimeter roadway.)
[Victoria Government Gazette No. G45 14 November 1990 p.3470]

This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/

http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/

