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Shop (former Reed's Store), 59-61 Napier Street, ST
ARNAUD

SD 154 - Shop, 'Lyal Eales
Store', (former Reeds Store),
59-61 Napier Street, ST
ARNAUD

SD 154b - Undated
photograph from St. Arnaud,
A Pictorial Journey.

Location

59-61 Napier Street ST ARNAUD, NORTHERN GRAMPIANS SHIRE

Municipality

NORTHERN GRAMPIANS SHIRE

Level of significance

Recommended for Heritage Overlay

Heritage Listing

Northern Grampians Shire

Statement of Significance

Last updated on - August 18, 2004

The former drapery store, 59-61 Napier Street, St. Arnaud, makes a significant architectural and visual
contribution to the predominantly Victorian and Federation streetscape. This building was constructed in 1895 to
a design by William Kell, architect, for the prominent local draper, N.J.A. Reed. The building served as a drapery
into the 20th century, when it was taken over by Dimelow's and later Goldings.

The former drapery store is architecturally significant at a LOCAL level. It demonstrates original design qualities
of a Late Victorian commercial style. These qualities include the streamlined parapet with a moulded projecting



cornice and narrow and wide bays within incised rectangular panels, and broad skillion verandah (clad in
galvanised corrugated iron). Other intact or appropriate qualities include the stop chamfered timber verandah
columns, single storey height, rendered brick wall construction (but not overpainted colour), metal framed
shopfront windows, ingoes, timber framed and glazed doors, rendered brick surrounds, decorative leadlight
highlights and tiled ingo floors.

The former drapery store is historically significant at a LOCAL level. It is associated with the development of
N.J.A. Reed's drapery business from 1895 until the 20th century, when the building was occupied by Dimelow's
and later by Goldings. Reed was a prominent and well-established draper in St. Arnaud, having initially occupied
another building from 1869. The former drapery store also has associations with the architect, William Kell.

The former drapery store is socially significant at a LOCAL level. It is recognised by the St. Arnaud community
as having public value as one of the surviving late 19th century commercial (and later 20th century) drapery
stores in the town.

Overall, the former drapery store is of LOCAL significance.
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Northern Grampians - Shire of Northern Grampians - Stage 2 Heritage Study, Wendy
Jacobs, Vicki Johnson, David Rowe, Phil Taylor, 2004; 

Hermes Number 111559

Property Number

Physical Description 1

The former drapery store, 59-61 Napier Street, makes a significant architectural and visual contribution to the
predominantly Victorian and Federation commercial streetscape.

The single storey, rendered brick (with recent overpainting), Late Victorian commercial styled building is
characterised by a streamlined parapet having a moulded projecting cornice and narrow and wide bays within
incised rectangular panels. A broad skillion verandah clad in galvanised corrugated iron and supposed by stop
chamfered timber columns helps to accentuated to the horizontal nature of the design.

The ground floor shopfronts appear to be early. They feature metal framed shopfront windows, ingoes, timber
framed and glazed doors, rendered brick surrounds, decorative leadlight highlights and tiled ingo floors.

This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/
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