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Mount Donna Buang, Bridle Tracks and Road

Location

Donna Buang Road, Warburton VIC 3799 - Property No 67210

Municipality

YARRA RANGES SHIRE

Level of significance

Included in Heritage Overlay

Heritage Overlay Numbers

HO140

Heritage Listing

Yarra Ranges Shire

Statement of Significance

Last updated on - July 5, 2000

Mount Donna Buang Road, opened up to tourists by the creation of bridle tracks c1912 and which later became
roads of regional significance as an important Upper Yarra Valley beauty spot and recreational area, which has
become a popular Victorian tourist destination. The road, bridle track and walking trails are used for a variety of
recreational activities while, from the 1920s, Donna Buang has become a popular day trip destination for
Melbourne people. Mt. Donna Buang is a snow playground in winter as the closest snowfield to Melbourne. Its
long history of use indicates its high social significance for the Melbourne community.

Heritage Study/Consultant Yarra Ranges - Shire of Yarra Ranges Heritage Study, Context Pty Ltd, 2000; 

Hermes Number 115276

Property Number

Physical Description 1



Mt Donna Buang is an important place for locals and visitors to the region, and has been developed over the
years to reflect these uses. Bridle tracks cut to help visitors access Mt Donna Buang date from the early years of
the nineteenth century. These tracks have been developed into the present access roads: Mt Donna Buang
Road, Acheron Way and Ben Cairn Road.

There are a number of popular visitor destinations at Mount Donna Buang and nearby. Many have a long history
of use, including: the lookout tower (c1963 replacing an earlier tower) which gives panoramic views; picnic areas
such as the Ten Mile picnic area and those near the summit; snow play and toboggan areas; the summit car
park; and Ben Cairn lookout at the other end of the mountain. More recently Parks Victoria has developed a
"rainforest gallery" featuring a canopy observation deck near Cement Creek.

Described as "Melbourne's great unknown mountain" in 1900, it quickly became a popular place for visitors and
has remained a favourite destination, especially for Melbourne people to visit the snow ever since. (Griffiths
1992:82)

This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/
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