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Location

Dunlop Street and Shaw Street corner, Mortlake VIC 3272

Municipality



MOYNE SHIRE

Level of significance

-

Heritage Overlay Numbers

Heritage Listing

Vic. War Heritage Inventory

Statement of Significance

Last updated on - March 10, 2006

What is significant?
The Mortlake war memorial, unveiled in 1922, stands at the intersection of Shaw Street and Dunlop Street in the
town centre. It represents a soldier in the half-salute position, which has been cut from white marble.

How it is significant?
The Mortlake war memorial, at the intersection of Shaw Street and Dunlop Street, is of historical, architectural,
aesthetic and social significance to the Shire of Moyne.

Why is it significant?
The Mortlake war memorial, at the intersection of Shaw Street and Dunlop Street, is of local historical significance
as one of an important group of memorials erected in Moyne Shire in the wake of World War I. The Mortlake
example is relatively unusual in design for a small town being a representation of a soldier at half-salute. Its
historical significance is enhanced both by the extensive Avenue of Honour at the eastern entrance to the
township and an earlier memorial located in the gardens that commemorates the local men who lost their lives
fighting in the South African Wars (1899-1902).

The Mortlake war memorial is of local aesthetic significance for its defining of the eastern entrance to the town,
and for its use of white marble.

The Mortlake war memorial is of local social significance as a war memorial, and as such as a site of prayer,
pilgrimage and remembrance for the people of Mortlake and district.

Heritage
Study/Consultant

Moyne - Moyne Shire Heritage Study Stage 2, Helen Doyle in association with
Context P/L, 2006; 

Construction dates 1922, 

Architect/Designer Wooles &amp; Carpenter, 

Hermes Number 127498

Property Number

Physical Description 1



The Mortlake war memorial comprises a statue of a soldier in the 'half-post' position, which has been cut from
while marble. This sits atop a plinth of basalt above which there is a granite base. It honours those who served in
the two great wars and the Vietnam and Korea Wars .The memorial stands in the road reserve set aside for this
purpose at the intersection of Shaw Street and Dunlop Street. It is set within a railed enclosure.

COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS
The Mortlake war memorial is an important example of the kind of war memorials built in the Shire, and in Victoria
generally, in the wake of World War I. The memorial at Mortlake, however, is unusual because it is statue of a
soldier and further, it is soldier in the unusual stance of the 'half post' position, and is cut from while marble. The
war memorial at Port Fairy is also cut from white marble imported from Genoa, Italy, but this was erected
somewhat later - in January 1929. The war memorial in nearby Warrnambool (1926; City of Warrnambool) is also
a statue cut from white marble, but most of the war memorials erected in the small towns in Moyne Shire were
simple obelisks cut from granite or sandstone - for example Koroit (although altered), Chatsworth, Hexham and
Framlingham.

Physical Conditions

Good

Integrity

Intact

Veterans Description for Public

The Mortlake War Memorial, unveiled in 1922 by the Victorian Premier H.S. Lawson, stands at the intersection of
Shaw Street and Dunlop Street in the town centre. The Mortlake example is relatively unusual in design for a
small town; it represents a soldier in the half-salute position and is cut from white marble.

The memorial was originally proposed for Mortlake in 1919 to commemorate the lives of those men who were
killed serving in the First World War. It is thought to be the work of stone masons Wooles and Carpenter, who are
responsible for a great number of the monuments in the Mortlake Cemetery. After the Second World War, the
names of 42 servicemen were added and more recently the memorial was rededicated to the wars in Vietnam
and Korea.

This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/
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