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ANNE ST PIER

Location

ANNE ST WILLIAMSTOWN, HOBSONS BAY CITY

Municipality

HOBSONS BAY CITY

Level of significance

Heritage Inventory Site

Heritage Inventory (HI) Number

H7822-0553

Heritage Listing

Victorian Heritage Inventory

Interpretation
of Site

Other Names

The early stages of the pier were constructed with bluestone, and later additions consist of
timber pilings with a wooden platform which is often concrete capped. A dive was conducted to
examine the area for approx 50m in front of the stone base to assess whether any piles from
the early jetty construction were still evident. Three divers swam a swimline search out from the
base of the stone structure, but visibility was almost zero, and hence the dive in this area was
aborted. Of note is the stone pier base is dressed stone which angles down to the sea floor.
This is probably the remains of the earliest part of the pier, and modern timber additions to the
wharf extend from this base. Diving on the eastern side of the pier is not recommended, due to
frequent vessel activity in that area.

The bluestone section of the pier probably dates to its original installation in 1853, and as such
is one of the earliest surviving examples of jetty construction in Williamstown. The pier has
significance as part of the early Harbour Trust Landscapes and as an early landing place for
the colony.
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History

The pier was built in 1853 by the Government to provide extra berthing for shipping (Vines, 1989:24; BLC#19).
Originally called the 'New Pier’, by 1855 it was known later as the Government Jetty when it took over from Gem
Pier as the preferred landing place. It was renamed the Anne St Pier as of 1855, and by the 1880's it was used
for ballast stone loading and firewood and coal discharging. It was reconstructed in 1913, when it was taken over
by the Melbourne Harbour Trust as a station for its floating plant and as an alternative to the Reid St Pier. The
site is currently owned by Skilled Engineering.

This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/
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