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Location
PART 164 BARKLY STREET and CORNER VALENTINE AND VIEW STREETS BENDIGO, GREATER
BENDIGO CITY

Municipality
GREATER BENDIGO CITY

Level of significance
Registered

Victorian Heritage Register (VHR) Number
H0790

Heritage Overlay Numbers
HO283

VHR Registration
July 11, 1990

Heritage Listing
Victorian Heritage Register

Statement of Significance
Last updated on - July 1, 1999
Coolock House, formerly known as 'Dendirah' is an exotic and eclectic grand mansion built in 1910 for George
Victor Lansell, MLC, the son of Bendigo mining magnate Sir George Lansell. It is a two storey house constructed
of rule rendered brick with the upper floor enclosed within an elaborate series of mansard roofs clad with red
diamond pattern iron tiles. The house is an extensive alteration and addition of a single storey house built in
1880 by Mr D White. The architect of Coolock House was William Beebe, Bendigo's most prominent architect of
the period, whose approach to design was influenced by the Picturesque Art Nouveau style. It is asymmetrical in
plan and massing and each face is treated in diverse fashions borrowing from the second empire, French
Baroque, Edwardian and European Art Nouveau styles. Of particular interest are the side entrance which has
irregular massing, keyhole stained windows and sinuous mouldings. The front verandah has a very deep diaper
patterned frieze and brackets and the fence is elaborate wrought iron in the Art Nouveau style. The interior is
substantially intact and features ornate plaster ceilings and cornices in art nouveau patterns on the ground floor,
a finely balustraded stair with balconette and a carved oak mantelpiece in the dining room in the 'Francois
Premier' style.
Coolock House is of architectural and historical significance as follows:
1. It is an exotic and eclectic two storey mansion built in 1910 by William Beebe for George Victor Lansell, MLC.
2. Its unusual design features include an elaborate series of mansard roofs, keyhole stained windows and ornate

plaster ceilings and cornices in art nouveau patterns.
3. Sir George Victor Lansell, MLC for Bendigo from 1928 to 1940 occupied the house for 49 years. In 1927 he
entertained the Duke and Duchess of York at Coolock House.
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History
<span class="c1">Associated People:<br /> <br /></span>

Extent of Registration
AMENDMENT OF REGISTER OF HISTORIC BUILDINGS
Historic Building No. 790:
Coolock House, Corner of Valentine and View Streets, Bendigo.
(To the extent of buildings and land shown hatched in Attachment B in the Register Book Certificate of Title
Volume 2531 Folio 069.)
[Victoria Government Gazette No. G27 11 July 1990 p.2117]
This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.
For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/

