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Baptist Church (former) including interior

Location

3 Aberdeen Street, NEWTOWN VIC 3220 - Property No 200002

Municipality

GREATER GEELONG CITY

Level of significance

Registered

Victorian Heritage Register (VHR) Number

H0426

Heritage Overlay Numbers

HO1622

HO105

Heritage Listing

Greater Geelong City

Statement of Significance

Last updated on -

A Listed - State Significance

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Aberdeen Street Baptist Church was erected in 1876 to the design of architect Thomas Watts of Melbourne,
and replaced the original adjacent church of 1853. This elaborately detailed polychromatic brick church,
eclectically derived for Romanesque and Gothic source is a distinguished work of architect Watts and an
important structure in a complex of church buildings which include the original church and later manse. The
church is one of the first polychromatic designs in Victoria.

REFERENCES:



Geelong Advertiser, 27th January 1876, tender notice. Plans and specifications available at Mr Matthews
Surveyor, Gheringhap Street, Mr Matthew possibly supervised the construction for Mr T Watts.

20th November 1876, opening ceremony, description of church given.

4th December, 1883, mention debt of 1,000 (pounds) pf the 5,000 (pounds) it cost to build the church.

Sutherland, a - Victoria and It's Metropolis, Past and Present, 2 Volumes, McCarron, Bird and Co. Melbourne,
1888, Vol 2 p. 536 biographical sketch of Thomas Watts, architect.

Smith J (ED), The cyclopaedia of Victoria, 3 Volumes, The cyclopedia Co., Melbourne, 1903, Vol 1 pp 383-84
biography of Thomas Watts.

Tayloe, MJ 'Thomas Watts, Architect" - History Research Essay. Department of Architecture, University of
Melbourne, 1971, includes illustrations of the works of Thomas Watts but little text and no illustrations of
Aberdeen Street Baptist Church.

Heritage
Study/Consultant

Greater Geelong - Geelong Region Historic Buildings and Objects Study, Allan
Willingham, 1986;  Greater Geelong - City of Newtown Urban Conservation Study,
Context Pty Ltd, 1991; 

Heritage Act
Categories

Registered place, 

Hermes Number 15255

Property Number

This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/

http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/

