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"Argyle Hotel"

30 Aberdeen Street, Geelong
West

GWST Field-book, no. 123,
p20, c.1913

Location

30 Aberdeen Street, GEELONG WEST VIC 3218 - Property No 200139

Municipality

GREATER GEELONG CITY

Level of significance

Incl in HO area indiv sig

Heritage Overlay Numbers

HO94

HO1959

Heritage Listing

Greater Geelong City

Statement of Significance

Last updated on -

STATE SIGNIFICANCE - INCLUDED IN HERITAGE PRECINCT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE



The Argyle Hotel was erected in 1855 for William Rae at the height of the post gold rush hotel building boom in
Geelong. Architect John Young, noted for his earlier designs for the 'Golden Age' and 'Bay View' hotels in
Geelong, designed the Argyle hotel in a similar classically derived style which was dominated by modeling brick
parapets, architraves and mouldings in distinctive patters. In August 1857 a meeting held in the Argyle Hotel led
to the formation of the Borough of Newtown and Chilwell. The Argyle hotel is one of the first establishments of the
1850's in Geelong.

The Argyle Hotel was an important meeting place in the nineteenth centuary for people to discuss such things as,
the separation of Newtown and Chilwell and Thomson ward from Geelong, and meetings of the Geelong Football
Club. The building was designed by the important Geelong based architect John Young and is one of the two
known examples by him which brickwork has been used in this innovative way to stylize Italian High Renaissance
elements. It is of State significance.
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Physical Description 1

The Argyle is a two storey red brick building (now painted), constructed in English garden wall bond. It has
freestone window sills, plus shutters on the first floor. The ground floor windows are recessed with segmental
arched window heads supported by brackets represented in brickwork. The Tympanum is hollow and between
these the use of the stringcourse with dentils below is evident. Young has carried the theme right through his
design to the balustrade parapet supported by brackets, all these Renaissance elements being represented by



stylized brick. While Young's use of brick is similar in both this hotel and the Golden Age Hotel (a better example),
almost every detail is formed in a different way. The section at the northern end which has no surface decoration,
is a later addition.

This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/
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