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Location

4 / 31 YORK STREET, RICHMOND VIC 3121 - Property No 296640

Municipality

YARRA CITY

Level of significance

Rec for HO area indiv sig

Heritage Overlay Numbers

Heritage Listing

Yarra City

Statement of Significance

Last updated on - January 1, 1915

What is significant?
In York St, the former Marchants building is a major and distinctive design with pylon-like facade elements
reminiscent of the nostalgic Egyptian architectural influences of the time (i.e. Temple of Karnak). The RJ Turnbull
Hardware manufactory shares the austere red brick character of this building. Marchants Aerated Waters &
Cordials Pty Ltd. had been in the area since the late 19th century and were still at this site in the 1950s when they
boasted `hop beer, aerated water at all grocers'. Their stables were in an Edwardian-era building backing on to
the site in Garfield St. They were a major national company based in Sydney as Marchants Ltd with branches in



Melbourne and Brisbane. The firm gave evidence at an enquiry into the factories Act in 1901, stating that their
business in Melbourne cost more to distribute than in Sydney because of the relatively compact layout of the
latter.

How is it significant?
The building is aesthetically and historically significant (National Estate Register Criteria E1, A4) to Richmond and
the City of Yarra.

Why is it significant?
The building is significant:
- as a large well-preserved and distinctive industrial building in the Neo-Egyptian style;
- symbolic of the nationally prominent company Marchants Ltd;
- with the Garfield St building, representative of the transition from horse drawn to motor transport distribution of
their products; and
- for its good representation of a key period in Richmond's and the City's industrial history.

Heritage Study/Consultant Yarra - Heritage Gap Study, Graeme Butler &amp; Associates, 2007; 

Construction dates 1915, 

Other Names Marchants Aerated Waters &amp; Cordials Pty Ltd., part,  

Hermes Number 167951

Property Number

Integrity

Fair

This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/
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