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39 The Esplanade, DRUMCONDRA VIC 3215 - Property No 210920
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Greater Geelong City
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C Listed - Local Significance

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

39 The Esplanade was built in 1914-15 for J P H Baxter, one of Geelong's most generous benefactors. The noted
Geelong architects, Buchan Laird and buchan were responsible for the innovative design which included teh plain
red brick walls, hipped roofs, restrained decoration and the prominent portico. It is of local significance.

Heritage

Study/Consultant Huddle, Aitken and Honman, 1986;

Greater Geelong - Geelong Region Historic Buildings and Objects Study, Allan
Willingham, 1986; Greater Geelong - City of Geelong West Urban Conservation Study,



Heritage Act

Categories Registered place,

Hermes Number 17808

Property Number

Physical Description 1

The two storey residence is built in red brick and the hipped roof is clad in asbestos cement slates. It is
asymmetrical in form Decorative elements include J the roughcast treatment above the sill height of the walls, the
timber shingles of the balustrade, the port hole window and the tall, slender columns of the piazza. The use of
plain red brick walls, hipped roofs and a projecting piazza, together with a minimum of decoration was
extraordinary in 1914. The popular style at the time was Edwardian and the Bungalow style was yet to develop in
popularity in Victoria. Baxter's house belonged to neither of these groups of buildings. The use of a porthole to
accent the entrance was a common theme of the architects responsible for the design of this building. The use of
a projected portico as the central focus of the front elevation became popular on the Esplanade and many later
variations may be seen today. The alterations on the plan and elevation attached indicate that they are early
versions of the final design. It is interesting to note that the title of the plan formerly read Proposed villa
Drumcondra, Geelong for H.J.D'Helin, Esq. Alterations to the lounge were made in 1930 and sundry works and
painting was undertaken in 1935 by Buchan Laird and Buchan.

This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting ‘Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/
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