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BUTCHER'S SHOP

Butcher Shop

Location

138 HIGH STREET, KANGAROO FLAT - PROPERTY NUMBER 197456, GREATER BENDIGO CITY

Municipality

GREATER BENDIGO CITY

Level of significance

Included in Heritage Overlay

Heritage Overlay Numbers

HO509

Heritage Listing

Greater Bendigo City

Statement of Significance

Last updated on - September 10, 2023

What is significant?
The butcher's shop at number 138 High Street, Kangaroo Flat is a small single-storey brick building with a
prominent parapet. The parapet has a dogs tooth cornice and curved pediment, stepped in a reverse 'S' profile
down to the side walls. Extensive works were carried out to the shop frontage in the 1940s or '50s, including the
renewal of the shop front, incorporating a chromium-plated trim. The brickwork to the High Street facade has also
been overpainted. The cantilever awning is an addition, being anchored to the lower parapet by two capped I-
girders. At the rear, the building has been extended, and has a low pitched roof clad in corrugated galvanised
steel covering two parallel wings toward the backyard. These have asbestos-cement sheet walls and timber-



framed windows, being probably of similar age to the shop front renewal (1940s or '50s). 

How is it significant?
The butcher's shop at Kangaroo Flat is of local historical and social significance.

Why is it significant?
The butcher's shop at number 138 High Street, Kangaroo Flat (built 1882) is historically significant (Criterion A)
as the first butcher's shop in Kangaroo Flat, and for its ability to recall the late-nineteenth century development of
Kangaroo Flat. The shop, which remains in use for its original intended purpose, was established by William
Sparks Petherick, who was also a successful harness racing horse owner and trainer. It is believed that Petherick
paid for the construction of his nearby house Bonhaven (KF11) from the winnings of the champion trotter
Glideaway. 

The butcher's shop at 138 High Street, Kangaroo Flat was later taken over by his sons, and remained in the
Petherwick family until the 1950s. The butcher's shop is of local social significance (Criterion G) as a commercial
property that has been used for its original purpose for over since construction in 1882. Its social significance is
enhanced by its location on Kangaroo Flat's main retail strip. 

In its general scale, proportions and restrained decorative detail the butcher's shop at 138 High Street, Kangaroo
Flat is typical of many similar nineteenth (and early) twentieth century, single-storey and single-fronted
retail/commercial buildings in Victoria (Criterion D).
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Physical Description 1

The butcher's shop at number 138 High Street, Kangaroo Flat is a small single-storey brick building with a
prominent parapet. The parapet has a dogs tooth cornice and curved pediment, stepped in a reverse 'S' profile
down to the side walls. Two S-bars have been added to strengthen the parapet. The rear elevation, facing a back
yard that leads toward Dunlop Lane, has a single gable in exposed face brick with a diamond pattern gable vent
perforated in the brick and a chimney at the north-west corner, placed flush with the rear wall. Extensive works
were carried out to the shop frontage in the 1940s or '50s, including the renewal of the shop front, incorporating a
chromium-plated trim. The brickwork to the High Street facade has also been overpainted. The cantilever awning
is an addition, being anchored to the lower parapet by two capped I-girders. At the rear, the building has been
extended, and has a low pitched roof clad in corrugated galvanised steel covering two parallel wings toward the
backyard. These have asbestos-cement sheet walls and timber-framed windows, being probably of similar age to
the shop front renewal (1940s or 50s). They obscure most of the original rear elevation. The property appears to
be in generally sound condition.

This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/
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