
Victorian Heritage Database Report Report generated 24/04/24

FORMER QUEENSFERRY TOWNSHIP SITE

Location

146 QUEENSFERRY JETTY ROAD QUEENSFERRY, BASS COAST SHIRE

Municipality

BASS COAST SHIRE

Level of significance

Heritage Inventory Site

Heritage Inventory (HI) Number

H8021-0052

Heritage Listing

Victorian Heritage Inventory

Interpretation of
Site

Interpreted as a late 19th Century coastal village with associations to timber and coal mining
industries.

Archaeological
Significance

This site has been assesed as having high archaeological significance as it contains a range
of above ground and sub-surface archaeological features including intact occupation
deposits and structural features. Exposed artefacts are largely fragmentary as intact
artefacts have been "collected" by land occupier and visiting bottle collectors; however, there
is a very high potential for assemblages of intact artefacts dating from the late 1800s and
early 1900s to be present in a sub-surface context. The site is extensive and has potential to
provide excellent spatial and temporal data.



Historical
Significance

A number of 19th Century historical figures are associated with the settlement. Occupants
included individuals associated with the timber industry (Alexander Stewart), early
pastoralism (the squatter James Cuthbert) as well as an architect who submitted a plan for
the national capitol at Canberra (Edward Cracknell). Three coal companies had connections
with the settlement (Westernport Coal Company, Glen Alvie Coal Company and Great
Victoria Colliery) and the Stewart Sawmill enjoyed a second heyday supplying timber to the
State Coal Mine at Wonthaggi during the early 1900s.

Hermes
Number

194677

Property
Number

History

Alexander Stewart:

Born 1831. Arrived Melbourne 1852. Labourer St. Kilda, Ballarat Gold fields in 1855. Married same year. Partner
in John O'Groats Hotel Ballarat. Sold share in 1857. Started agency business. Unsuccessful. Market gardening in
Ararat then various bush jobs. 1860 he was in Mornington District most likely at or near Queensferry.honey
collecting, skinning animals and wife making clothes. Then worked hauling blackwood timber logs from Bass
River. Labourer to Manager then began working for himself some time in 1870s. Built sawmill near glen forbes.
Built timber tramway from Glen forbes to Queensferry. Tramway selected CA 162 and boutght lOa ofCA 162A
Tramway construction 1874-1876. Timber transported on tramway pulled by horses. Water at Queensferry may
have been too shallow to allow transport of timber. And Bass Landing may have been used instead. Built a two-
masted 75 foot schooner at Queensferry called the "Tyro" which sailed in Westernport until 1906. Local
Councillor who was replaced when visiting forests in Borneo in 1885.

Mill 1877-1888

Stewart's Mill was re-opened and operated 19??-19?? to supply timber to the Wonthaggi Mines. Further research
required on the origins of the town. First mention in local newspapers is from 1881 by which stage it was clearly a
thriving community. Occupants of the town had associations with early timber and coal industry. Anecdotal
evidence points to bark stripping to supply the tanning industry and the cutting down of mangroves for soap
making. Queensferry was an obvious port for access to French Island, and the prison there in particular. Small
scale fishing and farming are likely to have taken place. The town is thought to have been essentially relocated in
the 1920s to the present site of Queensferry on the outskirts of nearby Grantville. Various land amalgamations
and subdivisions since this time partially obscure the original outlay of the town however further research and
analysis of aerial imagery is likely to provide further information.

This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/
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