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Stained Glass Window at Fitzroy St. Mark's Anglican
Church

Fitzroy Olive memorial detail

Location

George Street, Fitzroy, YARRA CITY

Municipality

YARRA CITY

Level of significance

-

Heritage Listing

Vic. War Heritage Inventory

Heritage
Study/Consultant

Vic War Heritage Inventory - Stained Glass Memorial Windows Study, Bronwyn
Hughes, 2013; 

Architect/Designer Montgomery, William, 

Hermes Number 196959

Property Number



Memorial Window References &amp; Acknowledgements

AWM Roll of Honour; NAA: B2455, Olive William Major; Argus, 13 January 1910, p.7; 5 April 1917, p.8; 7 April
1917, p. 23 April 1917, p.5; Church of England Messenger, 20 April 1917, p.205; Folio 103, Montgomery ledger,
William Montgomery Collection, State Library of Victoria.

With thanks to Paul Mishura, Scotch College Archives.

Memorial Window Subject

St. Alban / Choristers

Memorial Window Text

Saint Alban

Memorial Window Inscription

In memory of William Major Olive a member chorister of this church killed on active service in France Easter Day
1916

Memorial Window Description &amp; History

The subject of St. Alban, England's first martyr saint, was an appropriate choice to commemorate Lieutenant
Olive's service to his country. The window was ordered by the Reverend AJ Drewett, and unveiled by the Dean of
Melbourne in a dedication ceremony on 17 April 1917, almost a year after Olive was killed. The service included
the choir singing 'Blessed are the Dead', a tribute to a former member of the choir. The window, a large fully-
painted single light cost £70. It was the third window by Melbourne's leading stained glass artist, William
Montgomery, to be installed in the north nave, the others being St. Mark (1913) and St. Stephen (1915).

William Major Olive was born on 25 August 1890 to Henry Thomas and Ella Ada Olive, "Surbiton", Studley Park,
Kew. After an excellent studentship at Scotch College where he was a prefect and Senior Cadet, Olive completed
an equally successful bachelor's degree in civil engineering but joined up before the conferring ceremony. He
was one of four men whose loss was noted at the Commencement Day ceremony 1917: Olive; Edward Courtney
Thomas MA; Eric Craven Jowett BE; Walter Alan Leckie BE.

William Olive joined the 5th Field Company Australian Engineers and proceeded to Alexandria in November
1915, then to Marseilles, disembarking on 23 March 1916. Precisely one month later Lieutenant Olive was killed
by a shell explosion at Bois Grenier at midday on 23 April. He was buried at Erquinhem Communal Cemetery
Extension, France.

This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/
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