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SMALL BLACK BULL INN ARTEFACT SCATTER

Location

50 HYLAND STREET FYANSFORD, GREATER GEELONG CITY

Municipality

GREATER GEELONG CITY

Level of significance

Heritage Inventory Site

Heritage Inventory (HI) Number

H7721-0471

Heritage Overlay Numbers

Heritage Listing

Victorian Heritage Inventory

Interpretation of
Site

The Small Black Bull Inn (SWS_19) was located on or very near the bend at Hyland Road,
Fyansford, dating from 1856.  It is likely that the location of the business was targeted to
catch patronage from passers-by on their way to the Western Districts and goldfields. 

It is possible that the site has suffered disturbance from construction and subsequent
backfilling of a formerly adjacent irrigation water storage which may have obliterated any
evidence of the Inn. The water storage tank was constructed in 1900 for a neighbouring
property.

An artefact scatter of 1870s material (including case gin bottles and preserves) was identified
within close proximity to the Inn location.  



Archaeological
Significance

Survey revealed a small number of domestic artefacts at the former location of the Inn. It is
possible that subsurface artefact deposits and traces of the building, constructed of brick,
exist in this location. Disturbance from construction and backfilling of a formerly adjacent
water storage tank may have obliterated any evidence of the Inn. An artefact scatter to the
north of the location of the Inn contains dark olive green bottle glass including several
fragmentary case bottles with blowpipe pontil scars manufactured prior to 1860. These finds,
together with flint glass remains of food containers, animal bone and sherds of transfer-
printed earthenwares are possibly associated with the Small Black Bull Inn. This area is
considered to have high archaeological sensitivity and is likely to have associated subsurface
deposits and possibly footings relating to the building.

Historical
Significance

The site is significant for its early historical associations to living in country towns and as an
early commercial establishment.

Other Names YOUNG BLACK BULL INN ARTEFACT SCATTER,  

Hermes
Number

197486

Property
Number

History

The former site of the Small Black Bull Inn is situated on the Moorabool River escarpment, overlooking the
township of Fyansford. Its location just north of the road to Geelong probably aimed to take advantage of traffic
travelling west to the gold rush. The site was known to have been present in the area after 1856. The fate of the
building or approximate time frames of occupation are not known at this stage.

This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/
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