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Shop and Residence
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Location

15 Mercer Street, GEELONG VIC 3220 - Property No 216198

Municipality

GREATER GEELONG CITY
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Statement of Significance
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C listed - Local Significance

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The shop and residence, 15 Mercer Street, has significance as a legacy of the mid-19th century commercial
developments in this part of Mercer Street. Built in c.1864 possibly for William Stephens Howell, the building is in
fair condition when viewed from the street, and although the first floor at the front appears reasonably intact, the



ground floor shopfronts have been substantially altered.

The shop and residence at 15 Mercer Street are architecturally significant at a LOCAL level. They demonstrate
original design qualities of a rudimentary Victorian commercial style. These qualities include the front simple
rendered parapet, projecting front parapet cornice, and the symmetrical, three-bayed composition. Other intact or
appropriate qualities include the rendered bluestone wall construction, hipped roof form and galvanised
corrugated steel roof cladding, simple rendered window architraves and openings, timber framed double hung
windows, rendered window sills, rendered label

moulds, ground floor doorway, simple side parapets, rear unpainted bluestone wall construction, and the rear
unpainted bluestone window sills and lintels.

The shop and residence at 15 Mercer Street are historically significant at a LOCAL level. They are associated
with commercial developments in this section of Mercer Street in the mid 19th century. In particular, this shop and
residence has associations with William Stephens Howell, who possibly had it built in c.1864. He had been owner
of a stone shop on this site from 1854-55.

Overall, the shop and residence at 15 Mercer Street are of LOCAL significance.
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Physical Description 1

The shop and residence at 15 Mercer Street, Geelong, is set on the mid 19th century commercial centre of
Mercer Street. The building is also situated on an average-sized allotment.



The symmetrical, two storey, rendered bluestone, rudimentary Victorian commercial styled building is
characterised by a simple rendered parapet that has a dropped projecting cornice below. The building has a
three-bayed composition, defined by the early window openings with early timber framed double hung windows.
Above the windows are simple projecting label moulds of similar design to the parapet cornice, while there are
also rendered brick window sills in fair-poor condition.

Beyond the parapet is a simple hipped roof form clad in galvanised corrugated steel.

The ground floor shopfront has been substantially altered, and is now defined by a three bayed composition of
metal framed windows and timber and glazed recessed door with timber framed transom above. This doorway
appears to be in the original location. The projecting cantilevering verandah has also been introduced.

The side walls are also constructed of rendered bluestone, with an exposed timber member projecting from the
parapet which is simple in design.

The rear of the building comprises an unpainted rough-faced bluestone wall with bluestone window sills and
lintels, and timber framed double hung windows. It is also punctuated by service pipes and there is an introduced
skillion addition.

This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/
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