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Dwelling - Hirst

3 Upper Skene Street,
Newtown

GWST Drainage Plan no. 4599A, 1934, Barwon Water.

Location

3 Upper Skene Street NEWTOWN, GREATER GEELONG CITY

Municipality

GREATER GEELONG CITY



Level of significance

Incl in HO area contributory

Heritage Overlay Numbers

HO2005

Heritage Listing

Greater Geelong City

Statement of Significance

Last updated on -

Contributory Significance- Newtown West Heritage Area

History/Notes
The land at 3 Upper Skene Street initially formed part of larger landholding owned by Thomas Ryan from 1857.
He built a dwelling near the front boundary at about this time. In 1926, the property had passed to Ryan's
daughter, Miss Mary Ryan, and she proposed a four lot subdivision of the land. This portion of the landholdings
did not sell at this time. On Miss Ryan's death in 1932, the land was subdivided and this site was owned by
Catherine, Mary, Lucy and Winifred Ryan. They sold it to M.J. Denno, builder, in 1934. He appears to have
constructed this house and then sold it to Godfrey Hirst junior in 1934, in anticipation of Hirst's marriage to Miss
Rose Elizabeth Pearl Maddern at this time. They had a daughter, Barbara.

Godfrey Hirst was born in Geelong in 1911, the son of William Hirst (born 1877, Meltham, York, England) and
Catherine Hirst (nee Cameron, born 1871, Mt Duneed). William Hirst was a pioneering woollen manufacturer in
Geelong with his brother Godfrey, the business known as Godfrey Hirst and Co. Pty Ltd., Excelsior woollen and
worsted mills. Godfrey Hirst junior followed his father and uncle into the family woollen textile business. With his
wife, Pearl, he lived at 3 Upper Skene Street until at least 1950.

The single storey timber interwar Bungalow styled dwelling has a main gabled roof form, and minor gable and
skillion verandah that projects towards the front. Other early features include the brick verandah piers and
balustrade, brick wall base, brick entrance steps, gable infill, brick chimney, broad eaves, front bowed bay
window, timber framed double hung windows and timber framed and glazed entrance doors. The garage at the
side has been introduced but the original design and construction of the dwelling is clearly discernible. At the front
is an introduced low brick fence.
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This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
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