
Victorian Heritage Database Report Report generated 27/04/24

Abruzzo Club

Club

Location

373-381 LYGON STREET BRUNSWICK EAST, MERRI-BEK CITY

Municipality

MERRI-BEK CITY

Level of significance

Recommended for Heritage Overlay

Heritage Overlay Numbers

HO560

Heritage Listing

Merri-bek City

Statement of Significance

Last updated on - May 12, 2023

What is significant?
The Abruzzo Club building at 377 Lygon Street, Brunswick East is significant. The upper facade, and in particular
the sharp delineation between the smooth sections and sections in 'pebble look' render with raised cement
lettering spelling 'ABRUZZO CLUB', is significant. Its ongoing community use is also of significance. Its internal
layout and paint scheme are not significant.

How is it significant?



The Abbruzzo Club is of local historical and social significance to the City of Moreland.

Why is it significant?
The Abruzzo Club is historically significant as part of the Italian migrant post-war narrative, and is associated in
particular with migrants from the Italian region of Abruzzo. (Criterion A) The Abruzzo Club has social significance
as a post-war Italian club which has been in use by the local Italian community for over 50 years, first by
Abruzzesi migrants and then by the general Italian-Australian community. (Criterion G)

Heritage Study/Consultant Moreland Heritage Nominations Study, Extent Heritage, 2022; 

Construction dates 1967, 

Hermes Number 206826

Property Number

Physical Description 1

The Abruzzo Club is a two-storey postwar modernist building constructed of brick and concrete. The building
fronts Lygon Street with a smooth rendered and painted facade with one section of 'pebble look' render painted in
white. Over the top of the render is raised cement lettering spelling 'ABRUZZO CLUB'. The lower facade is highly
altered, with various new aluminium window openings, a verandah to the gaming room, modern white brick sized
tiles and a box canopy covering the entrance.

To the north of the building is an outdoor seating area in timber and concrete. The brick construction of the
building is exposed on this elevation. The site is bound by a rear laneway.

The building underwent renovations in 2017 and is in good condition overall.

Integrity

- Renovations to interior and exterior, dated 2017

- Contemporary colour scheme*

- Addition of seating area to the northern side of the building

- Mobile telephone antennas on roof*

As the building has been altered over time, it retains a moderate level of integrity with respect to the front facade.
It has a high level of integrity with respect to the use by the Italian community.

* Denotes element that detracts from the cultural significance of the place.

Physical Conditions

The building underwent renovations in 2017 and is in good condition overall.

This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/
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