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FORMER RICE'S FARM

Location

BAYVIEW ROAD, OFFICER VIC 3809 - Property No 66

Municipality

CARDINIA SHIRE

Level of significance

Heritage Inventory Site

Heritage Inventory (HI) Number

H7921-0131

Heritage Listing

Victorian Heritage Inventory

Statement of Significance

Last updated on - November 3, 2022

What is significant?
The proposed Former Rice’s Farm site is within an open paddock. Archaeological features comprise three raised
earthen platforms with concrete like and stone footings, and a brick cistern. The ‘concrete’ is possibly Portland
cement, commonly used in the late nineteenth century.  
 
The cistern/well is made of ‘Northcote’ bricks and damaged at the top. The structure is comparable with the
Dalmore Homestead well (dated to c.1883) identified on the Pakenham Planning Scheme. There is a large refuse
pile in proximity to the well, that included ‘Northcote’ bricks. The pile is likely to be a demolition deposit from a
larger structure.  

Other identified artefacts include discarded farm machinery with the patent stamp ‘Richmond and Chandler
Manchester’ which likely a chaff cutter that dates to the 1860s.  
 
A detailed historical background was not provided with the site card the card however,  the land is a part of the
original Mt Pleasant pastoral station, and in 1866 the land was sold as town allotment. Mark Rice purchased a
number of these allotments and who identified as a farmer who sold cattle and horses. He died in 1873 and the
property passed to his daughter, Eliza.  
  



Officer became a post-war solider settlement. Aerial photographs 1968 shows structures in the southwest corner
of the study area and a later 1975 aerial photograph shows that these structures were demolished.  
How is it significant?
The site is of local historical and archaeological significance. 
Why is it significant?
The site is of local historical significance as a rare example of nineteenth century farm occupation in the area, the
site has the archaeological potential to reveal information about the late nineteenth century farming activities and
possible residential occupation, in addition to revealing information about post-war solider settlement patterns
and occupation.  

Interpretation
of Site

The site is a small farm complex with a mound well and potential horse stables. Aerial
photographs from 1968 show buildings in the southwest corner of the study but by 1975, aerial
photograph shows the buildings demolished. Recent archaeological survey found a mound
well, old farm machinery and footings in the study area. The property is currently a vacant lot.
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A detailed historical background was not provided with the site card the card however,  the land is a part of the
original Mt Pleasant pastoral station, and in 1866 the land was sold as town allotment. Mark Rice purchased a
number of these allotments and who identified as a farmer who sold cattle and horses. He died in 1873 and the
property passed to his daughter, Eliza.  
  
Officer became a post-war solider settlement. Aerial photographs 1968 shows structures in the southwest corner
of the study area and a later 1975 aerial photograph shows that these structures were demolished.  

This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/
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