Victorian Heritage Database Report Report generated 15/05/24

Field Street Precinct

Lingt

. Contributory
. han-c ontributory



Location

1 AND 3 AND 5 AND 7 AND 9 AND 11 AND 13 AND 15 AND 17 AND 19 AND 21 AND 23 AND 25 AND 27 AND
29 AND 31 AND 33 AND 35 AND 37 FIELD STREET AND 2 AND 4 AND 6 AND 8 AND 10 AND 12 AND 14 AND
16 AND 18 AND 20 AND 22 AND 1 /24 AND 2 /24 AND 26 AND 28 AND 30 FI

Municipality
GLEN EIRA CITY

Level of significance

Included in Heritage Overlay

Heritage Overlay Numbers

HO188

Heritage Listing



Glen Eira City

Statement of Significance

Last updated on - October 3, 2023

What is significant?

The Field Street Precinct, encapsulating properties at 1-37 and 2-30 Field Street, Bentleigh, comprises 35
detached dwellings along both sides of the street. This building stock consists almost entirely of single-storey
brick and timber houses from the mid-1920s to the late 1930s; two more houses in similar styles appeared in the
late 1940s, while the sole property of more recent origin is a pair of strata titled 1990s dwellings at No 24/24a.
Field Street forms part of the large and ambitious Garfield Estate, a 221-lot residential subdivision extending
between Jasper Road and the railway line, created in 1924 from the former market gardens of the eponymous
Garfield Brothers.

How is it significant?

The Field Street Precinct is significant for its ability to demonstrate a pattern of Glen Eira’s cultural history, and
for exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics.

Why is it significant?

Historically, the Field Street Precinct is associated with the Garfield Estate, a substantial residential subdivision
that was laid out in 1924 and developed rapidly over the next fifteen years. Comprising more than two hundred
allotments, the Garfield Estate was one of the largest and most ambitious of several local residential subdivisions
created in the 1920s from former market gardens, taking advantage of the electrification of the railway line in
1922. The houses along Field Street, two of which date back as far as 1926, represent the most intact cluster of
original pre-war residences within the entire extent of the Garfield Estate. (Criterion A)

Aesthetically, the Field Street Precinct is significant as a notably intact inter-war residential streetscape in

Bentleigh. Most houses, dating from ¢1925 to ¢c1935, are demonstrative of the prevailing bungalow idiom of the
time: single-storey detached brick or timber dwellings with tiled roofs and asymmetrical facades with front
porches. Unified by a consistency of form and materials, they also show individuality through different window,
porch and decorative treatments. They are complemented by slightly later brick houses in the Tudor Revival and
Moderne idioms. Consistent in scale, form, setback and materials, the houses in Field Street combine to form
cohesive inter-war residential streetscape that represents a rare survivor in the Bentleigh area. This is enhanced
by their setting, including front gardens with open lawns, garden beds and low plantings along street boundaries,
many of which are marked by brick or timber fences that, if not original, are evocative of the inter-war era.
(Criterion E)

Heritage Study/Consultant Field Street Precinct, Built Heritage Pty Ltd, 2020;
Hermes Number 210156

Property Number

This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting ‘Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/
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