
Victorian Heritage Database Report Report generated 12/07/24

HOUSE & REMNANT ORCHARD

Location

46-48 Old Warrandyte Road DONVALE, Manningham City

Municipality

MANNINGHAM CITY

Level of significance

Recommended for Heritage Overlay

Heritage Listing

Manningham City

Statement of Significance

Last updated on -

What is significant?

The house at 46-48 Old Warrandyte Road, Donvale, was constructed in 1939-40 for John Crossman, orchardist,
who was associated with the Handasyde family who also ran an orchard on adjoining land, where they
constructed a house in 1922-23. It is set within a mature garden with a number of notable trees and includes the
remnant of an orchard at one side and a mature pine windrow at the front.

How is it Significant?

The former orchard house complex, comprising the house, garden, remnant orchard and mature trees at 46-48
Old Warrandtye Road, Donvale, is of local historic and aesthetic significance to Manningham City.

Why is it Significant?

The former orchard house complex at 46-48 Old Warrandyte Road, Donvale has historic significance as a rare
example of an orchard house that also retains remnants of an orchard to demonstrate the historic association. It
has associations with the Handasyde family, who were an important orchard family in this area during the Inter-
war period. The construction materials are also of interest as they demonstrate the increasing use of local stone
due to post-war building material shortages as well as its use by a number of local architects at nearby
Warrandyte. (RNE criteria A.4, B.2, D.2 and H.1)

The house at 46-48 Old Warrandyte Road, Donvale has aesthetic significance as an attractive house of individual
design, which is notable for the random rubble walls of local sandstone. The various mature trees, orchard
plantings and the pine hedge contribute to setting, and evoke the historic rural orchard character of Donvale as it



was in the Inter-war period. It is related to the adjacent house at 52 Old Warrandyte Road. (RNE criterion E.1)

Heritage Study/Consultant Manningham - Manningham Heritage Study Review, Context Pty Ltd, 2006; 

Hermes Number 22513

Property Number

Historical Australian Themes

Local Themes

5.02 - Orchards & market gardens

Physical Description 1

This is an Inter-war house, asymmetrical in plan, which is notable for the walls that are constructed of local
sandstone laid as random rubble. There is at least one chimney. It has paired timber-framed double-hung sash
windows (some with diamnond-paned leadlight glass) and a gabled roof clad in terracotta tiles. The garden
contains various plantings including some conifers, a garden bed set into the lawn planted with succulents and
shrubs and there is a remnant orchard.

There is also a senescent pine hedge (Pinus radiata) along the front boundary in very poor condition.

The house is adjacent to another Inter-War house at 52 Old Warrandyte Road (refer to separate citation in this
study, ID 373), which is similarly set within a garden with mature pine trees.

Physical Conditions

Condition Good

Integrity

Integrity Intact

Physical Description 2

Threats None apparent

Physical Description 3

Key elements

Building

Tree(s)

Physical Description 4



Associations

John Crossman & Handasyde family

This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/
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