Victorian Heritage Database Report

Report generated 26/04/24

STIRLING HOMESTEAD AND SHEEP DAIRY
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Location

Fishers Lane GLENTHOMPSON, Southern Grampians Shire

Municipality
SOUTHERN GRAMPIANS SHIRE

Level of significance

Stage 2 study complete

Heritage Listing

Southern Grampians Shire

Statement of Significance

Last updated on - February 13, 2004

What is significant?

Stirling Homestead Complex and Sheep diary is located in Fishers Lane, approximately 5 kilometers south west
of the township of Glenthompson. The complex consists of the original Stirling Homestead, with later additions, a
wattle and daub dairy, possibly dating from the 1850s and a modern sheep dairy. The homestead is a simple
vernacular timber house dating from the 1870s, which has had the original twelve pane double hung sashes
replaced with French doors, and the original door and verandah replaced. Stirling was developed by William
Dingwall and his wife Mary who emigrated from Dingwall in Scotland in the second half of the nineteenth century
and took up several portions of land around Glenthompson as selectors in the 1870s. At that time the property
was known as 'Red Hill'. The land, consisting of over 4000 acres, was subdivided by the Estate of the late William
Dingwall in 1907 as 'Red Hill Estate'. The Stirling homestead is in good condition, but its integrity has been
diminished by many alterations and additions. The small wattle and daub dairy is in very poor condition and has a



poor degree of intactness due to an infestation of lvy.

How is it significant?
Stirling Homestead Complex is of historical significance to the Southern Grampians.

Why is it significant? Stirling Homestead complex is of historical significance as a representative example of a
selectors homestead dating from the 1870s. The association with William and Mary Dingwall is of further
historical significance, as they represent the success of some of the selectors, evident in the large amount of land
for sale as part of the "Red Hill Estate”. The wattle and daub dairy is also of historical significance as a rare
surviving example of a wattle and daub building.

Heritage Southern Grampians - Southern Grampians Shire Heritage Study, Timothy Hubbard
Study/Consultant P/L, Annabel Neylon, 2002;
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Physical Conditions

The house is in good condition, although the wattle and daub dairy is in very poor condition from the invasive Ivy
which is growing over it.

Physical Description 1

Stirling homestead is a simple, single storey symmetrical timber residence with a simple hipped corrugated iron
roof. The verandah roof is corrugated iron with simple timber posts. The verandah floor is concrete. The original
twelve pane double hung sash windows have been replaced with modern French doors and the original front
door has also been replaced. A new bluestone wing has been added to the original house recently. The original
part of the house was built in the 1870s, perhaps replacing an earlier structure.

The date of the wattle and daub dairy is not known, although from its materials, form and style is likely to have
been constructed prior to 1855. The dairy takes the form of a simple one roomed building with a small window,
wooden paneling on the ceiling and whitewash on the interior. The diary has been substantially compromised by
the growth of invasive Ivy.

The wattle and daub dairy

Historical Australian Themes

Theme 3: Developing local, regional and national economies
3.5 Developing primary production

3.5.1 Grazing stock

3.5.2 Breeding animals

3.5.3 Developing agricultural industries

Theme 5: Working
5.8 working on the land



Usage/Former Usage

sheep dairy and general pastoral

Integrity

The house has a fair degree of integrity, the wattle and daub dairy has a high degree of integrity.

Physical Description 2

William Dingwalll
Fisher family
Cumming Family

This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/
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