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Church Hill Precinct Hamilton

Location

HAMILTON, Southern Grampians Shire

Municipality

SOUTHERN GRAMPIANS SHIRE

Level of significance

Stage 2 study complete

Heritage Listing

Southern Grampians Shire

Statement of Significance

Last updated on -

The Church Hill Area is of regional significance as a precinct where major Hamilton religious buildings were
located, most notably Christ Church Co Cathedral and its manse, and St Andrew's Presbyterian Church. It has
also been regarded as the most prestigious residential part of the town and contains a number of examples of
elegant residences built for leading business and professional men, as well as retired squatters. The residential
character is reinforced by gardens, several notable trees and important street tree planting. It is the social focus
for prominent townsmen and Western District pastoralists and graziers.

Heritage
Study/Consultant

Southern Grampians - City of Hamilton Conservation Study, Timothy Hubbard with
Carlotta Kellaway &amp; Michael Looker (plus Francis Punch), 1991; 

Hermes Number 24250

Property Number

Physical Description 1



The two churches, St Andrew's and Christ Church, which give this area its name and particularly their spires are
Hamilton's most important landmarks. They stand at the top of the highest land in the district which was chosen
for that reason by design or, more likely, by market forces as the premier residential area in Hamilton. The land
falls away to the Grange Burn on two sides and the saddle which forms the commercial centre of Hamilton. On
the north west side the land was flat and swampy. This preference for the high ground was characteristic of all
nineteenth century development and was based for a long time on the belief in the Miasmatic theory for the
spread of disease.

The regular street grid dominates the Church Hill area. It is bisected by Gray Street and McIntyre Street which
keep to the highest ground and intersect at the highest point. The grid is unified by established street tree
planting some of which has been removed over the years. The trees are varied but consist mostly of Ulmus X
hollandica, elms, and the best avenue of these is in McIntyre Street. They are possibly oldest street trees in
Hamilton but drastic pruning over the years prevents a conclusive dating. Other candidates would be the
Crataegus laevigata, the English Hawthorn (now declared to be a noxious weed!), in French Street between
McIntyre and Carmichael Streets. Also important are the Brachychiton populneus, Kurrajongs, and Eucalyptus
ficifolia, Red Flowering Gum, as examples of native species used as late nineteenth century street trees. In Gray
Street there are Platinus X acerifolius, Planes, which from their size, condition and documentary evidence date
from the early twentieth century. Post World War 2 there were plantings of much smaller trees of quite different
species. For a detailed list of trees see Appendix 8.6.

The foot paths are all paved with concrete and usually only on one side of the street. The further reaches of the
cross streets, when they dip down to the Grange Burn, are not paved. The grass nature strips vary in width from
one to five metres. Typically for residential areas of mostly twentieth century construction the footpaths are
crossed by driveways most of which are concrete. The gutters are also mostly concrete but some of bluestone
cobbles survive. The best examples of the latter are, of course, in the older parts such as McIntyre Street
between Gray and Griffin Streets. The streets are happily empty of much of the paraphenalia found in
metropolitan suburbs. For a detailed list of materials see Appendix 8.7.

The most common building type is the free standing house, either early twentieth century villas or interwar
bungalows. Some older houses and cottages survive either relatively intact or else substantially altered, so much
so that their early date is hard to distinguish. There is a wide variety of styles from all periods. There is a wide
variety of size with the largest and most impressive houses clustered around the churches and in the two main
streets. That is not to say that there are no houses of interest in the other streets. In fact the uniformly distributed
significant buildings focused on the church complexes make this an area of real importance to the City of
Hamilton. Lyndhurst at 4 McIntyre Street plays a similar role for the southern end of the area.

The Church Hill area leads on to the Gray Street Commercial Area. Certain buildings line its phalanx and play a
critical role in defining the edge. The most important of these is the group around the former Temperance Hall in
Kennedy Street. Further south it melds with the Botanic Gardens area. The views out of the Church Hill area
which are generated by the grid, are critical to its character. From McIntyre Street, at about the intersection of
French Street, there is a view to the south-east of machinery sheds, dumped cars and poor quality development
across the Grange Burn on the hill opposite. Power lines also intrude on the view. From Skene Street and from
Clarke Street there are views to the south-west of the Council Depot and the Abattoirs. The City of Hamilton
should encourage good planting on these sites and, if it owns the land, should do screen planting itself. The best
species for this would be indigenous flora collected from the area. One good view is to the south-west from Gray
Street which has open fields and rows of trees on the horizon.

This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/
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