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Bendigo Trades Hall

Bendigo Trades Hall, 34-40 View Street

Location
34 View Street, BENDIGO VIC 3550 - Property No 212262

Municipality
GREATER BENDIGO CITY

Level of significance
Incl in HO area indiv sig

Victorian Heritage Register (VHR) Number
H1333

Heritage Overlay Numbers
HO267

Heritage Listing
Greater Bendigo City

Statement of Significance
Last updated on The Trades Hall holds a special place in the city's history, given the broad representation of the Bendigo working
and artisan classes, implied by the building's origins and expressed through the bold simplicity of the 'structural
ornament' used on the facade; its construction parallels a new era of industrial growth in the wake of gold's

depletion; also, it is a major contributor to a valuable civic streetscape, made more important by the nearby
intrusions created by the art gallery and motel.
The former Court House has potentially a high local significance and regional interest because of its age and
public function. Its link with Bendigo's gold industry is also important.

Heritage
Study/Consultant

Greater Bendigo - View Street Rosalind Park Study, Ratio Consultants, 1992;

Construction dates

1913,

Architect/Designer

W. J. Hurley,

Hermes Number

39937

Property Number

Physical Description 1
Resembling 155-161 View Street, in its simple use of cream and red decorative brickwork, the Trades Hall is
composed (conservatively) in four bays set either side of a central entrance bay with a raised parapet
entablature and segment-arched pediment. Both the upper and lower parapet entablatures are built in cream
brick with red brick diamonds set against it. Cream brick pediments over windows, both gabled and segmentarched, repeat the use of terracotta in place of the more typical cement mouldings. The 'Trades Hall' name is
also in cream terra-cotta. Having evolved from similar inspirations, the trades hall differs markedly from the
adjacent fire station in the simplicity of ornamental expression and materials. An early photograph (cI914) shows
a similar street tree to that existing today (op.cit. Arnold, 1990, Page 17).
At the rear is a gabled and stuccoed wing, presumably the extended 1858 Court of Petty Sessions. The same
building is shown in Caire's 1875 photographic view from the Masonic Hall and labelled as the Warden's Court.
However, S T Gill's sketch c1860 shows a more modest building with a hipped roof and porch (Arnold, 1988,
Plate 66).

Integrity
The Trades Hall is generally original, except for fully glazed doors having replaced half-glazed doors and
possible changes in glazing details such as replacement of leadlight with clear glazing.
The Court of Petty Sessions may have been rendered at an early date also, minor additions and alterations have
been made. The loss of the front elevation was the major change to this building.
This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.
For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/

