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Heritage Listing

Golden Plains Shire

Statement of Significance

Last updated on - September 25, 2009

What is Significant?

The segmental arch masonry bridge over Bruce's Creek is located in Russell Street, Lethbridge. Bruce's Creek
(currently dry) flows in a north south direction from the Lethbridge Lake, formally the Lethbridge Water Reserve.
Contractor George Scithers constructed the bridge in 1862 at a cost of £615. During the 1860s, Scithers
completed numerous bridges and works on important colonial roadways within the Geelong region. Local history
contrasts with the official documentation, and according to one account, the bridge was constructed by the
Victorian Railways Department to link the Lethbridge quarry and the railway station, to enable the transportation
of bluestone for the construction of the Moorabool viaduct. This view may have been influenced by the erection of
a much larger segmental arch road bridge, constructed over the Geelong-Ballarat railway line on Quarry Road.
Nevertheless, it is highly likely that the bluestone used in the construction of the bridge over Bruce's Creek was
sourced locally from the Lethbridge Bluestone Quarry, owned at the time by the Victorian Railways. The bridge
provided permanent access over Bruce's Creek, linking the Lethbridge Railway precinct and the commercial
centre of the township to the Midland Highway and broader colonial trade routes. The bridge is in good condition
and retains a high degree of integrity.

How is it Significant?

The Bluestone Bridge over Bruce's Creek is of historical, social and architectural (engineering) significance
township of Lethbridge and the Golden Plains Shire.

Why is it Significant?

The Bluestone Bridge over Bruce's Creek is of historical significance as a surviving example of an early masonry
bridge constructed to link the local quarrying industry to the broader trade routes of Victoria.

The Bluestone Bridge over Bruce's Creek is of social significance for reflecting the shifting commercial focus of
the township, following the introduction of the railway and the opening of the Lethbridge Railway Station. The
bridge, along with other prominent local buildings constructed of Lethbridge bluestone, reflect the importance of
this local industry and the quality of the stone extracted from the immediate Lethbridge area.

The Bluestone Bridge over Bruce's Creek is of local architectural (engineering) significance as a surviving
example of a fine segmental arch masonry bridge, constructed of rock face and dressed basalt, dating from the
1860s.
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Physical Description 1

The masonry bridge over Bruce's Creek is located in Russell Street. Bruce's Creek (currently dry) flows in a north
south direction from the Lethbridge Lake, formally the Lethbridge Water Reserve. The segmental arch bridge is
constructed of rock face and dressed basalt. The arch features twenty-three voussoirs. The bridge comprises ten
courses of rockface basalt to road level, an intermediate stringer course with dressed edges and a capped
parapet three courses deep. The abutments are angled and splayed, each terminating in a low dressed pier. The
bridge sits on a rough basalt plinth. A path running underneath the bridge has been paved in bitumen. The bridge
is in good condition and retains a high degree of integrity.

Physical Description 2

Extent of Registration To the extent of the Bluestone Bridge located on road reserve associated with Russell
Street Lethbridge, over the Bruce Creek. The bridge is located approximately 100 meters west of the corner of
Russell and Sutherland Street.

Historical Australian Themes

The Australian Heritage Commission devised the Australian Historic Themes in 2001. The following themes have
influenced the historical development of the Bluestone Bridge over Bruce's Creek.

3 Developing Local, Regional and National Economies

3.8 Moving goods and people

3.8.7 Building and maintaining roads

Integrity

The Bluestone Bridge is in good condition and retains a high degree of integrity.

This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/

http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/

