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MCCRAITH HOUSE (LARRAKEYEAH)

MCCRAITH HOUSE SOHE 2008

1 atunga terrace, elevation

h01906 mccraith house atunga terrace
dromana front carport she project 2003

h01906 mccraith house atunga terrace
dromana front view she project 2003

h01906 mccraith house atunga terrace
dromana interior she project 2003
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McCraith House Atunga

mccraith house plan

Location
1-3 ATUNGA TERRACE DROMANA, MORNINGTON PENINSULA SHIRE

Municipality
MORNINGTON PENINSULA SHIRE

Level of significance
Registered

Victorian Heritage Register (VHR) Number
H1906

Heritage Overlay Numbers
HO6

VHR Registration
December 21, 2000

Heritage Listing
Victorian Heritage Register

Statement of Significance

Last updated on What is significant?
The McCraith house, constructed in 1955, for Ellen and Gerald McCraith was designed in the office of
Mornington Peninsula architects Chancellor and Patrick. The defining structural feature is the triangulated tubular
steel framing system. The building is constructed using two triangulated truss frames fixed at four points to the
massive concrete footings on their inverted apex with 'C' section steel beams and steel cross bracing tying the
main frame together. The two main steel floor beams break the truss at half height and these in turn support the
deep timber floor joists which are cantilevered at either end. The butterfly roof is formed with timber joists in a
similar configuration. The first floor extends beyond the small rectangular ground level, allowing for the parking of
cars under the overhanging wings. Contained within the splayed walls of the ground floor are a bedroom and
laundry area. The first floor contains a second bedroom, living area and amenities. The dominance of the
structural form forces the use of triangular awning windows at ground level with horizontal timber infill panelling
between and timber framed triangular sliding doors to the balcony. The original horizontal board siding to the first
floor angled walls has been replaced with sheet roof decking.
How is it significant?
The McCraith House is of architectural significance to the State of Victoria.
Why is it significant?
The McCraith House is architecturally significant as an example of structurally inspired modernism in Victoria in
the 1950's. The McCraith house was used as an example of the 'structural functional' idiom in the architectural
journals of the time alongside the works of Robin Boyd, Roy Grounds, Harry Seidler and Peter and Dione
McIntyre. The use of a prefabricated structural steel frame of this scale was unusual in domestic construction of
the period. The design of the McCraith house displays a creative architectural response in a period when
conventional building materials were in limited supply post WW2.
The McCraith house is also significant as a recognised contributor in the development of the Mornington
Peninsula of a Regional style of housing. The McCraith house is representative of a change in the way society
holidayed, influenced by the greater availability of the family car.
The McCraith house is a small building embodying the ideas of structural experimentation, whimsical design,
modern planning and the ideals of a 'holiday house'. Positioned precariously on a stone walled plinth, high above
Dromana overlooking Port Phillip Bay, the McCraith house is distinguished by its unusual form creating a
dramatic architectural statement.

Permit Exemptions
<span class="c1">General Conditions:<br /> 1. All exempted alterations are to be planned and carried out in a
manner which prevents damage to the fabric of the registered place or object.<br /> 2. Should it become
apparent during further inspection or the carrying out of alterations that original or previously hidden or
inaccessible details of the place or object are revealed which relate to the significance of the place or object,
then the exemption covering such alteration shall cease and the Executive Director shall be notified as soon as
possible.<br /> 3. If there is a conservation policy and plan approved by the Executive Director, all works shall be
in accordance with it.<br /> 4. Nothing in this declaration prevents the Executive Director from amending or
rescinding all or any of the permit exemptions.<br /> Nothing in this declaration exempts owners or their agents
from the responsibility to seek relevant planning or building permits from the responsible authority where
applicable.<br /> <br /> Exterior<br /> * Minor repairs and maintenance which replace like with like.<br /> *
Removal of extraneous items such as air conditioners, pipework, ducting, wiring, antennae, aerials etc, and
making good.<br /> * Repair of fences and gates.<br /> * Regular garden maintenance.<br /> * Installation,
removal and replacement of garden watering systems.<br /> * Laying and repair of gravel toppings to the
driveways.<br /> <br /> Residence Interior<br /> * Installation, removal or replacement of curtain track, rods,
blinds and other window dressings.<br /> * Installation, removal or replacement of hooks, nails and other devices
for the hanging of mirrors, paintings and other wall mounted artworks.<br /> * Painting of previously painted walls
and ceiling provided that preparation or painting does not remove evidence of the original painting or other
decorative scheme.<br /> * Installation, removal or replacement of carpets and flexible floor coverings.<br /> *
Installation, removal or replacement of kitchen benches, cupboards and fixtures including sinks, stoves, ovens
refrigerators, etc and associated plumbing and wiring.<br /> * Refurbishment of existing bathrooms, toilets and
including removal, installation or replacement of sanitary fixtures and associated piping, mirrors, wall and floor
coverings.<br /> * Installation, removal and replacement of electrical wiring provided that all new wiring is fully
concealed.<br /> * Installation, removal and replacement of bulk insulation in the roof space.<br /> * Installation,

removal and replacement of smoke detectors.<br /> * Alteration to the top section of the timber frame to the
sliding doors to facilitate removal for maintenance works to tracks.</span>
Construction dates

1955,

Architect/Designer

Chancellor &amp; Patrick,

Heritage Act Categories Registered place,
Other Names

BUTTERFLY HOUSE, LARRAKEYEAH,

Hermes Number

4654

Property Number

History
<span class="c1">Associated People: Owner GERALD AND ELLEN PEARL MCCRAITH;</span>

Assessment Against Criteria
Criterion A
The historical importance, association with or relationship to Victoria's history of the place or object.
N/A
Criterion B
The importance of a place or object in demonstrating rarity or uniqueness.
Criterion C
The place or object's potential to educate, illustrate or provide further scientific investigation in relation to
Victoria's cultural heritage.
N/A
Criterion D
The importance of a place or object in exhibiting the principal characteristics or the representative nature of a
place or object as part of a class or type of places or objects.
The McCraith house at Dromana is of architectural significance as a representative of the type of seaside holiday
houses that were gaining popularity in the mid twentieth century along the Mornington Peninsula. The
Mornington Peninsula was regarded as an important area for growth in smaller scale holiday residences in the
mid 20th century that are set apart from the Peninsula's tradition of grand holiday retreats from the late 19th and
early 20th centuries. These houses represent a change for a greater part of the population to access inexpensive
and permanent seaside holiday accommodation.
Criterion E
The importance of the place or object in exhibiting good design or aesthetic characteristics and/or in exhibiting a
richness, diversity or unusual integration of features.
The McCraith house in Dromana is representative of a unique, innovative and distinguished architectural
response to a holiday house design. It is demonstrative of a shift toward experimentation with new forms and
materials that was part of the structurally inspired modernist architecture developing in Victoria during the mid
twentieth century. The McCraith house illustrates an understanding that holiday houses could be expressive and
dramatic even when constructed using a limited materials palette. The McCraith house is complemented by its
siting high above Port Phillip Bay, the integration of the building into the topography and the bush environment.
Criterion F
The importance of the place or object in demonstrating or being associated with scientific or technical
innovations or achievements.

N/A
Criterion G
The importance of the place or object in demonstrating social or cultural associations.
N/A
Criterion H
Any other matter which the Council considers relevant to the determination of cultural heritage significance
N/A

Extent of Registration
1. All the building marked B1and the rainwater system marked RWS shown on plan 1906 held by the Executive
Director.
2. All the land marked on diagram 1906 held by the Executive Director

This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.
For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/

