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GUN REEF GOLD BATTERY SITES

Location
UPPER WEST BRANCH OF OVENS RIVER SELWYN, ALPINE SHIRE

Municipality
ALPINE SHIRE

Level of significance
Registered

Victorian Heritage Register (VHR) Number
H1301

Heritage Overlay Numbers
HO19

VHR Registration
March 27, 1997

Heritage Listing
Victorian Heritage Register

Statement of Significance
Last updated on - May 13, 1999
The Gun Reef Gold Battery Sites contain the remnants from three mining operations: the Big Gun, Big Gun
Extended and the Little Gun. The Big Gun battery is very intact and contains 5-head of stampers in an iron
frame, Pelton wheel, plate table and buried and partly buried pieces of machinery and blacksmith's tools. Above
the battery is a water race, flying fox with various bits of associated equipment, an intact tramway with iron rails,
and various levels of adits. The main relic at the Little Gun is a collapsed hut, and at the Big Gun Extended mine
little survives except for the mine workings. One kilometre down the gully (E031 N096 on 1:100,000 map sheet
number 8324 Bogong) are the remains of the Centenary mine which include a Pelton wheel (battery has been
removed), hut and various pieces of machinery. The workings and batteries date from mining operations from
1896 to 1917.

The Gun Reef Gold Battery Sites are of historical, and scientific importance to the State of Victoria.
The Gun Reef Gold Battery Sites are historically and scientifically important as characteristic and well preserved
examples of an important form of gold mining. Gold mining sites are of crucial importance for the pivotal role they
have played since 1851 in the development of Victoria. As well as being a significant producer of Victoria's
nineteenth century wealth, with its intensive use of machinery, played an important role in the development of
Victorian manufacturing industry. The Gun Reefs Sites are particularly important because of the range of
artefacts that still survive, including a very intact battery, and two flying fox systems. The abandoned mining
machinery at the Gun Reef Gold Battery Sites is historically important for its evocation of the adventurousness,
hardship, and isolation that was part of mining life in the high country areas of the State.
The Gun Reef Gold Battery Sites is archaeologically important for its potential to yield artefacts and evidence
which will be able to provide significant information about the technological history of gold mining.

Permit Exemptions
<span class="c1">EXEMPTIONS FROM PERMITS:<br /> <br /> No permits are required for the following
classes of works provided they are<br /> carried out in accordance with the provisions of the Conservation Plan
For<br /> Historic Mining Sites prepared by David Bannear in 1996.<br /> <br /> Mineral Exploration<br /> Fire
suppression duties<br /> Timber production<br /> Weed and vermin control<br /> Public safety<br />
Rehabilitation</span>
Construction dates

1896,

Heritage Act Categories Registered place, Registered archaeological place,
Hermes Number

5049

Property Number

Extent of Registration
NOTICE OF REGISTRATION
As Executive Director for the purpose of the Heritage Act, I give notice under Section 46 that the Victorian
Heritage Register is amended by including the Heritage Register Number 1301 in the category described as a
Heritage Place:
Gun Reef Gold Battery Sites, Upper West Branch of Ovens River, Selwyn, Alpine Shire Council.
EXTENT:
1. All of the crown land including the remains of crushing batteries, huts, flying foxes and remains of any other
quartz mining artefacts within a 300 metre radius with Australian Map Grid co-ordinates E026 N092 on 1:100,000
Map Sheet No. 8324 Bogong.
Dated 6 March 1997
RAY TONKIN
Executive Director
[Victoria Government Gazette No. G12 27 March 1997 pp.714-715]
This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/

