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Statement of Significance

Last updated on - January 1, 2008

The pair of timber cottages at 159-161 Barkly Street, Brunswick, is of local architectural Significance. The
Significance lies in the demonstration of craft skills in the design and execution of the timber carving and
decoration used on the facade. Additionally, the use of Art Nouveau motifs, which are only seen on a small
number of residences, are rare on such modest cottages.
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Physical Description 1

159-161 Barkly Street, Brunswick, is a pair of attached timber cottages. The main hipped roof, clad in corrugated
iron, encompasses a verandah with a turned timber corner post and simple timber moulding running under the
eaves. The front wall of each cottage has a projecting square window bay, with timber-framed double-hung sash
windows with multi-paned highlights. No. 159 retains the original red and blue chequerboard-configured glazing
to the highlights, and to the front door sidelights.

The cottages are notable for the incorporation of unusual carved timber panels on the facade, on each side of
and below the projecting bay window, fine timber work on the frames of the bay windows, and unusual turned
timber verandah posts. The carved panels are Art Nouveau in style, using lily motifs on the central panels. All the
timberwork on No. 161 is painted, while the relief carvings on No. 159 have been stripped back to a dressed
timber finish.

Key Architectural Elements: unusual carved timber panels to otherwise weatherboard facades
face red brick corbelled chimneys with terracotta chimney pots
turned timber verandah posts

Conservation Guidelines: reinstate original coloured glazing (No. 161)
reinstate matching colour schemes

remove paint from brick party wall

reinstate original matching front fences

Comparative Examples: 333-335 Brunswick Road, Brunswick

Principal Historic Themes: association with stone quarrying industries

This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/
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