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What is significant?
The ¢1863 cottage, the ¢1930 boot repair shop and the late 1940s studio (completed in the late 1960s) and the
mature exotic site planting and the sites surrounding each building and plant to a radius of 30 metres.

How is it significant?
The ¢1863 cottage and 1930 boot repair shop are historically significant to the Shire of Nillumbik.

The 1940s-1960s studio is historically and architecturally significant to the Shire of Nillumbik.

Why is it significant?

The cottage is historically significant because it is connected with the Eltham pioneer, William Jarrold (and the
Jarrold family), and with Len Jarrold, who acted as foreman during the construction of the Great Hall at
Montsalvat (1938) (HO82). It is also significant because the site is also connected to the Skipper family, a
prominent local family of artists, who also played an important role in the establishment of Montsalvat; Matcham
Skipper (the renowned sculptor) still occupies the studio adjacent to the cottage (Criterion H). The cottage is
historically significant as one of only a small number of nineteenth century dwellings in the area and one of the
oldest dwellings in the Shire (Criterion B).

The boot shop is historically significant because it is the only such structure anywhere in the former Shire of
Eltham, is strongly associated with the first half of the 20th century when Main Road was a country road, and
because it serves as a reminder of the character of Eltham prior to its suburbanisation (Criteria A & B).

The studio is historically significant because it has close ties to the Montsalvat community of artists and is the
workplace of the prominent sculptor, Matcham Skipper (Criterion H). The studio is architecturally significant
because it is one of the Shire's finest 'Eltham-style’ buildings and is unusual in that it is situated on raised posts to
avoid flooding by the adjacent Diamond Creek (Criteria B & F).

BICK STUDY, 1992

This modest house, shop and studio have historical significance for their associations with the Jarrolds, one of
Eltham's pioneer families of market gardeners and building tradesmen over six decades and from the early
1940s, with the Skippers and other prominent local figures involved in the construction and development of the
Montsalvat Artists' Colony. Thekla Jarrold's son, Len, a carpenter, worked at Montsalvat from the beginning and
became foreman of works for the splendid 1938 Great Hall. The Skipper family, also involved with Montsalvat,
were associated with Jarrold Cottage from 1944 when it was purchased by Lena, wife of Mervyn Skipper and
mother of Hatcham, the well known dweller, and the artists, Helen and Sonia Skipper. The cottage is one of the
oldest dwellings in the Shire of Eltham and one of the small number of nineteenth century dwellings anywhere in
that Municipality. The 1930s one room weatherboard shop is the only such structure anywhere in the Shire and
strongly associated with the first half of the 20th century when Main Road was a country road.

Heritage Study/Consultant Nillumbik - Shire of Eltham Heritage Study, David Bick, 1992;
Construction dates 1863, 1930, 1940,
Hermes Number 63575

Property Number

Historical Australian Themes

THE ORIGINAL ELTHAM TOWNSHIP

TOWNSHIP DEVELOPMENT



PROMINENT RESIDENTS (SKIPPERS)

3.14.2 Using Australian materials in construction
3.19 Marketing and retailing

8.10.4 Designing and building fine buildings
8.12 Living in and around Australian homes
8.14 Living in the country and rural settlements

8.10.2 Creating visual arts
Physical Description 1

Cottage.

Style Victorian.

Design standard.

Plan rectangular.

Single storeyed.

Walls timber stud construction, weatherboard clad.

Roof gabled with no eaves, corrugated iron clad. Features are modest size of the cottage, the verandah across
the front, the offset front door which was most probably originally in the centre before additions were made,
mature exotic site planting and the shop.

Shop

Style Victorian.

Design one-off.

Plan rectangular.

Single storeyed.

Walls timber stud construction, weatherboard clad.

Roof gabled with no eaves, corrugated ironclad. Features are the asymmetrical street elevation with its side four
panelled door and multi-pane window, the gabled road facade and the side window.

Skipper Studio

Style Eltham style.

Plan rectangular.

Twolthree storeyed.

Walls timber framed with brick infill.
Roof gabled, corrugated iron clad.

Features are the design and construction in toto. The elevated siting on tree trunk sections is a unique features
for an Eltham style building.



Usage/Former Usage

Original Use: 1) House, 2) Shop - boot repair 3) Studio
Present Use: 1) House, 2) Disused 3) Studio

This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/
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