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Royal Arcade

B1074 Royal Arcade B1074 Gog &amp; Magog B1074 Royal Arcade Facade

Location

331-339 Bourke Street, MELBOURNE VIC 3000 - Property No B1074

Municipality
MELBOURNE CITY

Level of significance

National

Victorian Heritage Register (VHR) Number

H0023

Heritage Listing

National Trust

Statement of Significance
Last updated on - January 16, 2007

The Royal Arcade, was erected in 1869 for Messrs. Staughton and Spensley. Charles Webb was the architect
and gained the commission through a design competition. The interior shopfronts were altered & enlarged 1890-
94 to the designs of Naham Barnett, but most have been altered. Alterations were made to the southern end in
1903, and a wing was added to Elizabeth Street to the designs of Hyndman & Bates. The original stone paving
was replaced by black and white tiles in 1934.

This is the oldest surviving arcade in Australia, and despite its many alterations still maintains its elegant and



unigue apperance. It is a landmark of the central shopping area. The light and spacious arcade and the Bourke
Street facade both with large fan-light windows are unique works in the conservative classical style. The figures
of Gog and Magog and Father Time (dating from 1892) and the Gaunts Clock (c. 1892) are well-loved and
distinctive features.

State significance 3/8/98

Hermes Number 64379

Property Number

This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/
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