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Francis House

B3925 Francis House

Location

107 Collins Street,, MELBOURNE VIC 3000 - Property No B3925

Municipality

MELBOURNE CITY

Level of significance

Local

Heritage Listing

National Trust

Statement of Significance

Last updated on - April 8, 2008

Architects, W A M Blackett and W B Forster received the first Royal Victorian Institute of Architects (RVIA) Street
Architecture Medal in 1929. This was for the design of a new shop and offices built by Scott and Sorrell during
1926-7 for the established pharmacists, Henry Francis and Co. The designer in Blackett and Forster's office was
W F Williams, after a sketch by Hugh Craig.
Built using the Monier reinforced concrete structural stystem, in a stripped Italian Renaissance style, the building
rose five storeys in four facade bays to a penthouse level with guilloche pattern balustrade over a bayed bronze
and glass shopfront, by J S Gill and Son, at ground level. Steel-framed windows were used at the upper level.
The sparseness of the ornament was thought a fresh approach midst the sombre eclecticism of that part of
Collins Street. Australian Home Beautiful described the winner as ...."pleasantly prim and Georgian.....it is just the
right colour and has a suspicion of maidenly propriety that is very attractive".
Apart from the painting of the bronze work Francis House is a near to original and early example of the transition
of eclecticism in commercial design to an austere and stylised use of ornament and form, in parallel with the



emerging European Modern architecture. It was also the first building awarded the R.V.I.A. Street Architecture
medal for its contribution to urban design.
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This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
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