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Former Argus Building

B7111 Argus Building

Location

365-393 Elizabeth Street and 284-290 Latrobe Street,, MELBOURNE VIC 3000 - Property No B7111

Municipality
MELBOURNE CITY

Level of significance

State

Heritage Listing

National Trust

Statement of Significance
Last updated on - October 9, 2006

The Argus Building, designed by architects Godfrey Spowers, and completed in 1926, is of State historical and
architectural significance.

Historically, it is significant for housing the Argus newspaper for 30 years, and represents its major physical
legacy. The Argus was one of Melbourne's three leading newspapers, all established in the founding years of the
city, until its closure in 1956.

Architecturally, it is one of the major interwar office buildings in the city. It is given particular prominence by its
location amongst much smaller buildings on the edge of the city, the still unfinished tower and the giant order
stone columns on the Elizabeth Street facade, lending an imposing quality suitable for a major metropolitan
newspaper. The building is also unusual for its original program, housing all the various functions of a newspaper.
Some interiors remain intact, and the original ‘Advertisement Hall' (now the corner retail space) is particularly
notable for its scale and decoration.
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This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/
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