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Former BHP House

B6518 Former BHP House

Location

140 William Street,, MELBOURNE VIC 3000 - Property No B6518

Municipality
MELBOURNE CITY

Level of significance

State

Victorian Heritage Register (VHR) Number

H1699

Heritage Listing

National Trust

Statement of Significance

Last updated on - June 12, 2008

BHP House is significant at the State level as one of the most sophisticated examples of the modern commercial
office tower in Victoria.

Designed by Yuncken Freeman Architects, and completed in 1972, BHP House is an extremely refined and
successful example of a particular stream of modernist architecture where the steel skeleton structure is
expressed on the facade. This aesthetic was particularly appropriate for Australia's largest steel producer, BHP
Pty Ltd, for whom the building was built.

At forty storeys, it was the tallest office tower in the city when completed. Sited on the crest of the western hill of
the city, BHP House remained the most prominent building in the city for many years. It is also part of a



significant precinct of 1960s and 1970s office towers. It received an Award of merit from the Victorian Institute of
Architects in 1973 and the Bronze Medal in 1975. The building is located on the site of the former Menzies Hotel,
one of the most prominent social landmarks in the city for over a century. BHP vacated the building in 1992 and
only the exterior and the plaza remain intact.

Classified: 16/02/1994

Hermes Number 65883

Property Number

This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/
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