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Barkly Theatre

B6120 Barkly Theatre B6120 Barkly Theatre

Location

277-287 Barkly Street,, FOOTSCRAY VIC 3011 - Property No B6120

Municipality

MARIBYRNONG CITY

Level of significance

State

Victorian Heritage Register (VHR) Number

H0878

Heritage Listing

National Trust

Statement of Significance

Last updated on - June 13, 2008

The Barkly Theatre, built in 1914 for the Barkly Theatre Company to the design of Blackett & Forster, is of State
historical, architectural and social significance.
Historically, it is the second oldest substantially intact architecturally notable cinema remaining in Victoria. With its
distinctive towers and Edwardian Baroque cement detail, it is one of the most substantial and architecturally
pretentious early suburban cinema buildings in Melbourne. It is also one of the earliest to demonstrate the
cantilever principle of dress circle construction. Storm damage to the theatre fly tower in 1990, and minor fires in
the 1980s have not significantly compromised the integrity of the cinema interior.
It is architecturally distinctive for its pair of picturesque, tapering towers capping the main facade, and the florid



Edwardian Baroque cement detail. The arrangement and style of the facade is identifiably similar to the earlier
French Second Empire style Princess Theatre (1886).
The Barkly Theatre is socially significant for its association with a major form of popular entertainment in the
twentieth century. It has been an important gathering-place for the local community.
Classified:01/10/1990
Upgraded: 03/09/2001

Hermes Number 66073

Property Number

This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/
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