
Victorian Heritage Database Report Report generated 16/10/24

Iron Houses

B4613 Iron House Brunswick
Rd Brunswick

Location

181-189 Brunswick Road, BRUNSWICK VIC 3056 - Property No B4613

Municipality

MERRI-BEK CITY

Level of significance

State

Victorian Heritage Register (VHR) Number

H1151

Heritage Listing

National Trust

Statement of Significance

Last updated on - July 19, 2004

Two pairs of iron cottages erected in 1854 by James Blackburn, Jnr., the son of the designer of Melbourne Water
Supply, still stand at 181/183 and 187/189 Brunswick Road and proved a unique link with Brunswick's earliest
history. These buildings have world significance as rare survivals of the iron sheeting prefabricated houses which
were so popular in the last century.
Imported from England, the sheets were bolted together in Melbourne. These structures appeared first in this city
in 1853. The pairs of iron cottages have a local and State significance also because of their connections with the
Rev. William Jarrett, the founder in 1852 of one of Brunswick's two earliest colleges and, at least from the 1870s,



with John Glew, pioneer colonial brickmaker. Glew's brickworks produced the first white bricks in Melbourne
which were used to build the Independent Church in Collins Street.
Classified: 04/12/1980
Revised: 03/08/1998
See also: H1152, H1153 &H0665

Hermes Number 66176

Property Number

This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/
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