
Victorian Heritage Database Report Report generated 28/04/24

Wilgah

B0502 Terrace 6 - 8 Burnett
St St Kilda

Location

6 - 8 Burnett Street,, ST KILDA VIC 3182 - Property No B0502

Municipality

PORT PHILLIP CITY

Level of significance

State

Victorian Heritage Register (VHR) Number

H0761

Heritage Listing

National Trust

Statement of Significance

Last updated on -

The land on which Wilgah was built was originally owned by FG Dalgety, one of the important early first
purchasers of the fashionable St Kilda Hill. The two houses that form Wilgah (Nos 6 & 8) were built for Denis
Eisenstaedtler late in 1864. Eisenstaedtler was born in Hungary c.1819 and became a British citizen in Victoria in
1860. The architects of Wilgah were the firm of Crouch and Wilson. The two residences comprise large two
storey terraces with heavy colonnaded verandahs and balconies. Doric columns at ground level support an
entablature and the balcony balustrading. Ionic columns at the first floor level support the verandah roof above.



The hipped slate roof of the main building is exposed and window openings are set simply into the walls. The
solidity of the colonnade is repeated in the stanchions of the cast iron fence which feature large spherical
elements. Wilgah is a comparatively rare example of the Palladian sub-style of the renaissance revivalism which
was prevalent in architectural design in Melbourne in the nineteenth century. It has been suggested that the direct
model for Wilgah is the Palazzo Chiericati at Vicenza of 1550. In this instance the garden was an important
complementary feature which has been diminished in the case of Wilgah.
Wilgah is of architectural and historical importance for the following reasons:
- as an early and sophisticated example of Renaissance Revivalism in nineteenth century domestic architecture
in Melbourne.
-for its careful interpretation of the work of Palladio.
- as an important work of the architects Crouch and Wilson
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This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/

http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/

