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St Kilda Baths

B4903 St Kilda Baths
Foreshore St Kilda

Location

Foreshore, ST KILDA VIC 3182 - Property No B4903

Municipality

PORT PHILLIP CITY

Level of significance

Demolished/Removed

Heritage Listing

National Trust

Statement of Significance

Last updated on - December 20, 2005

The structure known as the Seabaths, on the St Kilda foreshore, is significant at a local level as a remnant of one
of the largest, and most complex and most exotically styled sea-bathing facilities constructed in Victoria.
Designed by the St Kilda City Surveyor, Richard Terence Kelly and opened in 1931, the baths were unique for
providing protected sea-bathing for both men and women in separate enclosures, as well as hot sea-baths, a
gymnasium, an open air cafe, a number of kiosks and a large cafe/night-club as an integral part of the
development.
The architectural rendering was also unique for such structures, but appropriate for Melbourne's premier beach
resort, already characterised by the exotic styles of such structures as Luna Park and the Palais Theatre.
Designed in a generally Spanish Mission mode, the building included open arcades and loggia, Moorish
influenced traceried archways, Spanish Baroque pediments, and was dominated by a pair of domed towers.
Much of the structure has been altered or destroyed, and only the hot sea-baths, the pair of towers, and some
arcading in the external walls survives. Nevertheless, what remains is a monument that is evocative of almost



everything that is important about St Kilda. It is a place that combines entertainment with notions of decency, and
later, prostitution and violence, within a structure evocative of the orient and of the sea-side.
Classified: 11/04/1995
File Note: Demolished May, 1995. Rebuilt 1996.

Hermes Number 66585

Property Number

This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/
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