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GMH Administration Buildings And Social Centre

Location

251 Salmon Street,, PORT MELBOURNE VIC 3207 - Property No B5230

Municipality

PORT PHILLIP CITY

Level of significance

Regional

Heritage Listing

National Trust

Statement of Significance

Last updated on - February 5, 2007

Situated at the eastern end of a 50 acre site in Port Melbourne, the Administration building for General Motors
Holden's Limited is a substantially unaltered example of a formally planned two-storey office complex of the
1930s. Designed by a team of four (L H Hartnett, Managing Director; E J L Gibson, Construction Engineer; J S
Storey, Director of Engineering and N A Pointer, Equipment Engineer) and built in 1936, the reinforced concrete
building with its central tower incorporates typical stylistic devices of the Moderne; incised lines and badge motifs
to vertical surfaces between windows, layered geometric mouldings and stylised geometric detail to the central
flagpole. The Social Centre built in 1948 and sited behind the main office block, is a late but intact example of the
Moderne with a large hall complete with first floor stage, fine chromed canteen hardware details and two murals
depicting the progress of transport, one of which is carried out in the manner of American industrial designer,
Norman Bel Geddes.
This building is significant as evidence of the substantial commitment by General Motors Holden to the provision
of well catered and comfortable service facilities for its employees. The entire General Motors Holden site has
historical importance as the location for the production of the Holden motor car. The first car was completed in
1948 and the occasion was attended by the Prime Minister of Australia, Mr Ben Chifley. Classified: 02/11/1989.
File Note. Administration Building "Regional," Recreation Building "State."
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This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/
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