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The Towers

B1966 The Towers

Location

6 - 10 The Eyrie,, LILYDALE VIC 3140 - Property No B1966

Municipality

YARRA RANGES SHIRE

Level of significance

State

Victorian Heritage Register (VHR) Number

H0612

Heritage Listing

National Trust

Statement of Significance

Last updated on -

Construction of The Towers was commenced in 1876 and extended in three stages. It was started by Alfred
Hand, a tanner and a member of a family well known in local business, fruit and wine growing. The first stage, a
simple cottage, reflects the vernacular traditions of rural Victoria in the 1870s. It was sited on a prominent slope to
the north of Lilydale.
In 1886, Andrew Fulton and his wife Elizabeth (nee Hand) built the distinctive and picturesque second stage. The
twin towers and the entrance porch are a late example of Naive Medieval Revivalism. These make the house,
with its elevated castellations, an important local landmark. The next owner, in 1893 was Edward Janson who



named the house The Towers and used the name, with an illustration, as the label for his famous wine. He sold
to Joseph Bell who completed the complex in 1901 with the third stage and stables.
The Towers has significant associations with the development of viticulture in the Yarra Valley which was centred
on Lilydale. It was an area renowned for the high quality of its wines. Although the complex is of uncertain
architectural origins, it is representative of an important facet of architectural style in the Victorian era.
Classified: `Regional' 13/06/1968
Revised: 03/08/1998
Heritage Victoria Statement of Significance. Adopted: 17/07/2013
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This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/
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